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EXTRACT 


From an Earneſt and Serious 


ANSWER, &c. 


NIGHT I follow the Bent of my own 
Mind, my Pen, ſuch as it is, ſhould 
be wholly employed in ſetting forth 
the infinite Love of God to Mankind 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and in endeavouring 
to draw all Men to the Belief and Ac- 
knowledgment of it. This one great 


a Mercy of God, which makes the one only Happineſs 'of 


all Mankind, ſo juſtly deſerves all our Thoughts and 
Meditations, ſo highly enlightens, and improves every 
Mind that is attentive to it, ſo removes all the Evils of 
this preſent World, . ſo ſweetens every State of Life, fo 
.enflames the Heart with the Love of every divine and 
human Virtue, that he is no ſmall Loſer, whoſe Mind 
is, either by Mriting or Reading, detained from the 
View and Contemplation of it, 
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When this Myſtery of Divine Love was firſt mani- 
feſted to the World, it produced its proper Effects, it 
put an End to all Se/f/neſs and Diaiſios; for all that 

eliewed were of one Heart and one Spirit, and had all 
Things commen.* And indeed under the real Influ- 
ence, and ful] Belief of this great Myſtery of Divine 
Love, there ſeems to be no room left for any thing 
elſe amongſt Chriſtians, but Returns of Love to God, 
and Flowings out of Love towards one another. 

But now it is fo difficult to enter into Controverſy 
without being, or at leaſt ſeeming in ſome Degree un- 
kind to the Perſon that one oppoſes, that it is with great 
Reluctance that I have entered upon my preſent Un- 
dertaking ; having nothing more deeply riveted in m 
Heart, than an univerſal Love and Kindneſs for all 
Mankind, and more eſpecially for thoſe whom God 
has called to be 'my Fellow-Labourers in promoting 
the Salvation of Mankind. But however unwilling, 
yet I find myſelf obliged to confider, and lay open 
many grievous Faults in the Doctor's Diſcourſe ; and 
to ſhew to all Chriſtians, that the deareſt Intereſt of 
their Souls are much endangered by it. | ; 


And this Inuſt do wich great Plainneſs and Sinceri- 


ty, in the Love of Truth, and under the Direction of 


Charity, ſaying nothing in the Spirit of an Aaverſary, 
ſparing nothing through Reſpe# of Porſons, ſacrificing 
nothing to the Taſte or Temper of the World, but ſet- 
ting forth every thing in that naked Light, in which 
the Spirit of God repreſents it to my ow/n Mind. 

The Doctor undertakes to ſtir up, and alarm Man- 
kind with the Sin, Folly, and Danger of being righteous 
o ber- much. The Text from which he has the 77//e of 
his Diſcourſe is very unhappily choſen, and muſt be 
looked upon rather as a ſewere Reproach, than any kind 
of Juſtification of it. The Text is indeed in the Wri- 
tings of Solomon, and, as it ſtands there, has no Hurt 
in it; becauſe as the Royal Preacher ſometimes intro- 
duces Fools, and ſometimes Infadels making their Speech- 
es, ſo there is a Neceſſity of ſuppoſing that to be the 
Caſe in the Doctor's Text; not only from the Con- 


| text, 
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text, which plainly ſhews there are two Perſons intro- 
duced, the one for, the other again Righteouſnels ; 
but becauſe the Words, unleſs ſtripped of all their 
proper Meaning, cannot be taken in a Senſe that is 
tolerable, or conſiſtent with the common Notions of 
Piety. _ | 

15 it not there ſore ſtrange that the Doctor ſhould 
chuſe to have a Diſcourſe and Title to it, conformable 
to a Text of this kind? For if his Diicourle is of a 
Piece with his Text, muit not all ſenſible People find 
it as hard to reconcile his Diſcourſe, as to reconcile 
the Text with the common Notions of Piety ? Is it not 
{trange, that he ſhould think it right and juſt, to limit, 
explain, and model both the Letter and Spirit of the 
Goſpel by ſuch a Saying in. the Writings of Solomon, 


as muſt be aſcribed to the Spirit and Mouth of an In- 


fidel? Is it not ſtill ſtranger, that ſuch a Text, ſo of- 
fenſive to Piety, ſhould have not only been ſo long 
dwelt upon in the Doctor's three Churches, but ſent 


abroad into the Chriſtian World, as a proper Key to all 


the practical Sayings, Parables, and Doctrines of Jeſus 
Chriſt? | | | | 

Supported by this Text, the Doctor endeavours to 
deter and right Chriſtians from the Six, Folly, and 
Danger of being righteous over-much, and from what 


he calls the baneful Plague of Enthuſiaſm. But then 


it is Matter of juſt Complaint, that he does all this 
without ever ſhewing, in any Part of his Diſcourſe, 
wherein true Righteouſneſs, or the right and ſober 
Spirit of Piety conſiſts. If he ſuppoſed his Readers to 
be already well acquainted with the Nature and Ex- 
tent of Chriſtian Holineſs, and to have juſt and diſtinct 
Ideas of Religion, what it is in itſelf, what Change 
and Perfection it aims at in human Nature, how, and 
by what Means a Man may make himſelf a full Parta- 
ker of all that Benefit, Change, and Perfection, that is 
intended by it, there would then have been little Oc- 

caſion for his preſent Undertaking, 
For if they may be ſuppoled thus to know what is 
right in Religion, they would by ſuch Knowledge be 
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(6) 
in the beſt State of Security againſt that which is 
wrong. | | | 


But the Doctor overlooks this important Matter. 
He neither ſuppoſes them to have this Knowledge, nor 
endeavours to help them to it; but in a Flow of Zeal, 
in a looſe, declamatory Stile, reflects at large upon all 
Attempts towards a Piety that is not modern, common, 
and according to the preſent Power and Faſhion of Re- 
ligion in the World. Thus, you every where find 
hard and ſevere Reflections caſt upon Pretenders to Pie- 
ty, pretended Spiritualiſis, and Righteous over-much z 


great Accuſation of Zxcefjes, Extra:rdinaries, and By- 
paths; but no where a Word, or a Hint, in fayour of 


thoſe, who would only be ſo exceſſive, fo extraordi- 


nary, and fo much out of the common Paths, as the 
bleſſed Saints, and Martyrs of the Primitive Church 
were; no where are fuch People told, that he wiſhes 
them God ſpeed, that their Zeal is much. wanted both 


amongſt Clergy and Laity ; and that the Goſpel ſuffers, 


becauſe we know not where to find /iving Examples of 


its Purity and Perfection. No where are ſuch People 
told, that he writes not again them, that he love, 
their Spirit, and ſhould be glad to add new Fervours 
to it; no where are they told, what Chrifizan Perfec- 


ticn is, what a holineſs of Body, Soul, and Spirit it 


requires, and what bleſſedneſs of Life it gives; how 


powerfully all are called to it, how earneſtly all ought 
to aſpire after it, and how ſadly my are miſtaken, 


what Enemies to themſelves, who for the ſake of 
any, or all the Things in the World, die leſs perfect 


than they might have been. 


If we had to do only with one Hingle Perſon, ſincerely 


good, yet ſeeming to carry Matters too high in ſome 
Parts of his Duty, if we intended privately to diſſuade 
him from ſuch Heights; yet even his, thus privately. 


done, and to a Perſon of Piety, would be exceeding 
dangerous, and very unjuftifiable; unleſs we took the 
utmoſt Care at the ſame time, 70 #eep up the pious Zeal 
of his Mind, to ſhew him wherein the true Point of 
Perfection conſiſted, and to encourage his utmoſt En- 


deavours after. it. 


But: 
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1 But if this Caution, Inſtruction, and Encourage- 
ment, cannot be omitted without | ag Hurt to Reli- 
= gion, when we ſpeak only te a Perſon of Piet, and in 


1 private, about any religious Extreams, what muſt be 
1] faid of the Doctor's Conduct, who to the World dead 
111 in Treſpaſſes and Sin, preaches up the Sin, Folly, and 
5 Danger of being righteous over- much. To the World 
I eating and drinking and riſing up to play, he harangues 
4 upon the Madneſs, Danger, and Folly of too much 
=P Temperance, Abſtinence, Mortification, and Severity 
_ of Life. To the World afleep, inſenſible, and careleſs, 
y- ; not only of the Purity and Perfection, but of the firſt 
7 


f Principles of the Goſpel, he bo/dly, raſoly reproaches 

all Appearances of Holineſs that are uncommon and ex- 

YM traordinary. To no Part of the World does he repre- 

> ſent, or propoſe the Perfection of the Goſpel, or re- 

: commend it as that which deſerves all that they can do, 
hk or ſuffer for Sake of it. . 

7 This, therefore, I am obliged to point out, as a 

f = Fundamental Defe# in the Doctor's Diſcourle, and ſuch 

2} as renders it an evil Temptation, a dangerous Snare, 

Wn and fatal Deluſion to all thoſe, who do not read it with 


„a full and thorough Diſlike. 

—_— Coldneſs, Indifference, and a lifeleſs, outward Com- 
it ZE pliance with the Duties of Religion ; a Slavery to Eaie, 
v1 Softneſs, and ſenſible Pleaſures; a criminal Conformi- 
+ ty to the Spirit, Faſhions, and Corruptions of the 
, = World; unmortified Paſſions ; a conniving at favou- 


rite Sins; deep Roots of Pride, Partiality, and Self- 
love; an unawakened Conſcience ; an Inſenſibility of 
their corrupt, unreformed, unregenerate State; a Prone- 
neſs to be content and ſatisfied with poor Beginnings, 
Names, and Appearances of Virtue; is perhaps the 
State of more than Two-thirds of thoſe, that are looked 

upon to be the Religious amongſt us. | 
Now the Doctor's Diſcourſe has a direct and natural 
Fitneſs to lull all theſe People aſleep, to ſuppreſs all 
Stirrings and Intentions of Amendment, to keep . 
e 


and nouriſh every Diſorder of their Hearts, to increaſe 
their Blindneſs, and awaken nothing in them but a 
hurtful Zeal to cenſure and condemn all thoſe, that are 
; A4 endea- 
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endeavouring to practiſe the uncommon Piety of the 
Goſpel. 13 5 | | a. 

There is ſcarce a Reader amongſt this Number of 
People, whether he be Layman or Clergyman, but will 


find this Effect from the Doctor's Inſtructions ; he will 


begin to take fre Comfort in his State, to think him- 
ſelf happy for having had no 4/jirings after high Im- 
rey pen in Piety ; he will not only be content with 

is Corruptions, but be fixed and hardened againſt all 
inward and outward Calls to a ſolid Piety ; he will ap- 
= of the Deadne/ſs and Iuſenſibility of his own 

eart, and acquieſce in it, as his true and juſt Secu- 


rity from the Sin and Folly and Danger of being righte- 


ous ovet-much, | 

Again: Others there are, T make no doubt, in all 
Parts of this Kingdom, both amongft Clergy and Lai- 
ty, Men and Women, Rich and Poor, whoſe Conſci- 
ences are greatly awakened, who ſee the general Apo- 
flacy from the Religion of the Goſpel, whoſe Souls 
want and wiſh nothing ſo much as to know how, all 
that they are, all that they have, and all that they 40, 


may be one continual Sacrifice, and Service of Love 


unto God; to know how, and in what Manner, and 


to what Extent, and by what Means, they may and 


ought to be perfe#, even as their Father which is in 
Heaven is perfect. 
Now who can help looking with Lowe, Pity, and 


Compaſſion upon theſe poor Souls, longing for that, 


which has been fo long 4%; aſking after that, which 
ſcarce any one will tell them any thing of, and want- 
ing to enter upon Paths where there are few or no 
Footſteps to be ſeen, nor any Travellers in Motion! 
Had theſe awakened Souls lived in the firſt Ages of 
the Church, nay, I may ſay in almoſt any till theſe 
laſt Ages of it, their Zeal had not been in vain, they 


could have been at no Loſs to know hoaw they were to 


proceed in their heavenly Purpoſe ; becauſe they could 
have always been immtdiately directed to fome /iving 
Examples of the perfect Spirit of the Goſpel, who 
were publickly known and acknowledged by all to be 
ſuch, and who had the ſame undiſputed Right to point 
out 
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out every Degree of Chriſtian Perfection, as John the 
Baptiſ had to preach up Mortification and Self-derial. 
Every Age, and every Sex, conſecrated Virgins, holy 
Widivs, Converts, and Penitents, Prieſts and People 
of all Conditions, had their open, known, and pub- 
lick Standards to reſort to, where every one was ſure 
to be guided and directed, aſſiſted and encouraged to 
live up to that Height of Holineſs and Perfection which 
was proper to their State and Condition. 

But now how does the Doctor deal with this ſort of 
People? What Love, Inflruftion, Afiflance, and En- 
couragement does he reach out to them? Why, truly, 
he conſiders them as a deluded, we, or hypocritical, 
or half-thinking People, that diſturb the Chriſtian 
Church with their Projects about Perfection, who are 
to be ſet right by returning to the Inſtruction of com- 
mon 185 He ridicules and expoſes every Step they 
muſt take in their intended Progreſs, by adding Abſur- 
dities of his own Invention to it. There is nothing 


for ſuch People throughout his whole Diſcourſe but 


Reproaches, Ridicule, and Diſcouragement. 
Are they deſirous of that. Se/f-denial, that Mortifica- 
tion of bodily Appetites and ſenſual Paſſions, as may 
beſt fit them to be Temples of the Holy Spirit, he 
ridicules them as holding the Sinfulneſs of /me/ling a 
Roſe 2* | 

Do they begin to diſcover the deep Corruption of 


their Nature, the Superficiaineſs and Weakneſs of their 


Virtues, and to fear they have as yet ſcarce came up to 
the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pharijzes ? He 
tells them, The great Enemy of Souls adapts his Tempta- 
tions ta all forts of Tempers and Diſþo/itions. Theſe 
Who are diſpoſed to be good and wirtuous, if he cannct 
prevail with them to be vicious, commonly ſo ca led, he 
labours to make them over-wirtucus, that is vicious, tho” 
wat commonly ſo called; and ſo involves them in Dangers 

and Miſchiefs. + 
Are they ſuch as are only defirous of reforming thcir 
ewn Lives, by bringing all their Actions to the Stan. 
| - 8 8 dard 
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dard of the Goſpel, and wholly intent upon their own: YM 


2 Advancement in merely practical Piety? 8 
1 To theſe he ſhews, that they are in the very Patb-. 
1: that lead, and always did lead to Fanarick Madugſi. 
144 Thus ſays he, To what a Height: of Fanatic. 
44 % Maaneſs in Doctrine, as well as Practice, are ſome is 

. « advanced, Who ſet out at firſt with an Appearance 

ww” « of more. than ordinary Sanctity in Practice only ?” 1 

if And again, I do fay, that in all Ages Enthuſiaſts = 

| ; have been righteous over-much ; they began with the 1 
| « laſt mentioned, and ended with the other. And is 6 
1 7 « it not fo noa? | | ft 
q Further; Are there others, who begin to feel the 2 

! Myſery of their Redemption diſcovered in their own. % 


Souls, ſo that they hunger and thirſt after the Mani- - 
teſtation of the divine Life in them, deſiring that © 
Chrift may be wholly formed and revealed in them, 1 
that they may put on Chriſt, be in him new. Creatures, 7 


led by his Spirit, growing in him as Branches in the 
Vine, hearing the Word of God avritten and ſpoken” 7 
in their Hearts, in his Light ſeeing Light, and tait= RX 
ing in the inward Man the Powers of the World to 
come ? | | E 


For ſuch as theſe, the Doctor has this InftruQion : E | 
% That there is, ſays he, ſuch a Thing as the Ope- 
% ration. and Influence of the Holy Spirit upon our = 
Souls, tho' we cannot diſtinguiſh it from the Ope- 
rations of our own Minds, is not only granted, but 
« inſiſted upon by all ſincere and ſober Chriſtians. But 
what Reaſon, what Scripture 1s there. for this inward. 
Secing, Hearing, Feeling? 
According therefore to the Doctor's Divinity, both 
Reaſon and Scripture require, that the true Chriſtian. 
be inwardly blind, inwardly deaf, and void of all in- 
ward Feeling. For if neither Scripture nor Reaſon 
will allow of any inward Senſes, then they mult both 
of them require an inward 1n/er/ibility, But Scripture, . 
from Genefis to the Revelliliont, is full of Proof of 
theſe inward Senſes. I ſhill not now produce them. 
Ithall here only obſerve, taat Hardneſs of Heart is a 


common 
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„common and well-known Phraſe of Scripture, and 
every where ſignifies ſome 16 of Blindneſs, Deaf- 


5 ve, and Loſs of Feeling.“ I ſuppoſe it will not be 

> faid, that it ſignifies Blindneſs, or Loſs of outward 
X Dye and Ears, or Feeling: Neither does it ſignify a 
| > Want of human Reaſon, or natural Sagacity; for learu- 


5 ed, polite, and ingenious Men are full as ſubject as others 
i are to this Hardneſs of Heart. Therefore the Scripture 
.: is as open, as plain, and expreſs in declaring for inward 
1 Senſes, as it is in declaring againſt ſuch a Thing as Hard- 
| 1 neſs of Heart. 
1 Hardneſs of Heart is that to the inward Senſes, 
. 0 which a deep. or, as we call it, a dead Sleep, is to the 
_—_ M outward. It keeps our inward Eyes and Ears cloſed 
1 and ſtopped, juſt as Sleep does our outward Eyes, and 
. oh Ears, and Feeling. | 
„ A broken and a contrite Heart unlocks all our inward 
„ BD Senſes, and makes us ſee, and hear, and feel the 
— Things, which could no more be ſeen, heard, or 
- = felt before, than a Man in a deep Sleep can hear, and 
= ſte, and feel the Things that are ſaid and done about 
| YN hm. 
1 Water violently frozen into a Rock of Ice, is very dif- 
= ferent from the /ame Water melted, rarified, warmed, . 
1 and moving under the Influences of the Sun and the 
Air. ö 


Now if this Water was a ſenſible Being, we might 
well ſuppoſe, that when it was a %%, yielding, trans- 
parent, flowing Subſtance, full of Light and Air, that 
it had certain Se::Jes in that State; which Senſes were 


1 loft, and locked up, as ſoon as it became a hard, rough, 

2 thick, dark, immoveable Rock of Ice, made ſo by Celd- 

— . meſs, or for the want of the Motion of Ligli and Air in 
no it. And that the Ic muſt of ail Neceſſity be f me/t- 


ed, before theſe Senjes.could be found again. 
Ip Now this Difference between Water fowing full of 
Xx - Light and Air, and the ſame Mater frozen into a dark, 
1 hard Rock of Ice, is but a ſmall Reſemblance of the 
W | Difference between a hardened Heart, and the ame 
Heart become broken. 

| | And 
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And a Lump of Ice would be as well qualified to deny 
that feet Senfibility of Water flowing full of Light and 
Air, as the natural Man is to diſpute thoſe Senſes, 
which arite in the Heart that is broken and penetrated 
by the Spirit of God in it. | 

I now return to the Doctor. His further Inſtruction 
to this ſort of People ſtands thus. They are told by 
him, that their high Notions of ſpiritual Improvements 
have this Effet: On the one Hand, they lead to Pre- 
ſumption, on the other to Deſperation. He has been 
told, he ſays, that ſome hade been actually thrown into 
Deſpair. They have been made flark mad, and received 
into Bedlam, as ſuch. And then he cries out, Was the 
Religion of Feſus Chrift intended to make People mad? 1s 
this fer the Honour of Chriſtianity ? * 

I ſhall not here queſtion the Doctor's Information. 


I ſhall only obſerve, that when our Saviour was upon 


Earth, there were two Sorts of mad People about him. 


The one Sort ran about in Diſorder, tore their Cloaths, 


and cut their own Fleſh; the other Sort raved in Ma- 
lice, threw Duft into the Air, ſtopped their Ears, and 


cned out, Crucify him, crucify him. | 


Now it may be aſked, which of theſe two Sorts of 
People were in the moſt d:/ordered and diflempered State? 
Whole Maducſi was the moſt ſhecking, that of the Lu- 
naticks, or that of the High prieſis, Scribes, and Phari- 
fees? Thoſe who only mangled their own Bodies, or 
thoſe that hired after the Blood of Chriſt, and would 
have no Reft till they ſaw his Body nailed to the 
Croſs? To me the Lunatichs ſeem to be in a 4% De- 
gree of Diſorder ; and the Reaſon is this, becauſe I ſee 
that our Saviour could heal them, but not the Prieſts, 
Scribes, and Phariſees. | 

Now is it reaſonable, on the account of the Madneſs 
of theſe Prieſts, Scribes, and Doctors of the Law, to 
fay, I this for the Honour of the Jewiſh Law ? Was 
the Law and the Prophets intended to make People mad ? 
Now if the DoQor knows how to excule the Law and 
the Prophets, tho' theſe great Students of them were 
in fuch a deſperate State of Phrenzy and Madneſs, then 
Chriſtianity 
* Page 37. | 
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( 13 ) 
Chriſtianity may be blameleſs ; tho' here and there a 
Chriſtian may be fit for Bedlam. 5 

Again: Are there others, who deſire to bring the 
whole Form of their Lives under Rules of Religion, 
to let the Spirit of the Goſpel give Laws to the moſt 
indifferent, innocent, and lawtul Things and Enjoy- 
ments, ſo that, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, whether they eat 
or drink, or whatever they do, they may do all to the Glo- 
ry of God? 3 | 

Theſe People are told by the Doctor, that v 
abhaining from Things indifferent and innocent in them- 
ſelves, as forbidden and unlawful, is a fignal Inflance 
of being righteous over-much ; and ſo, en the other hand, 
is making Things indifferent to be neceſſary, and Matters 

Duty * 8 
if What is here ſaid has ſome Truth in it, and might 


be uſeful in its proper Place, and under right Limita- 


tions. But as it here ſtands in the Diſcourſe, it is a 
grievous Snare and Deceit to the Reader. For it is to 
ſignify to him, that wholly abflaining from Things in 
themielves indifferent and innocent, cannot be made a 
Matter of true religious Advancement; but is a 
blameable Inſtance of a Piety in Exceſs. If the Dr. 
had meant only to teach, that we ſhould not wholly 
abſtain from Things indifferent and innocent, as if 
they were in themſelves unlawful, he ſhould have told 
his Readers that he meant no more; he ſhould have 
told them, that ſuch Things might be abſtained from 
juſily, and pioufly upon a better Principle, and ſo be- 


come very expedient and edifying ; and that he did not 


condemn the abſtaining wholly from ſuch "Things, 
when it was done upon a Mati ve of Piety, for the bet- 
ter tulfilling any Duty; but only when it was done. 
from a ſuperſtitious Notion, of the Things being in 

* ſinful. - 
ad he done this, he had prevented the Snare and 
Deceit that is now in his Aſſertion; but then he would, 
at the ſame Time, have made it uſeleſs and inſignifi- 
cant to the Deſign of his Diſcourſe, and would have 
, left 
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(14 ) : 
left a Door open for ſuch Advances of Piety as he is- 


here oppoſing. 
It might eafily be ſhewn, if this was the Place for 


it, that no one can ?ruly fulfil, or live up to the two 
firſt and greateſt of all Laws, that of loving God with 


all our Heart, all our Strength, and all our Mind, and 
that of loving our Neighbour as ourſelves, unleſs he 
be willing and glad in many Inſtances, uho/ly ro ab- 


ſtain from Things in themſelves indifferent and inno- 


cent, and alſo to make Things that in themſelves are 
indifferent, to be Matters of Duty. 

St. Paul's Doctrine is this: All things are Jawful fon 
me, but all things are not expedient. This ſets the 


Matter right on both Sides. It leaves Things in their 


own State of Indifference and Lawfulneſs, and yet 
carries us to a iy ns Rule of acting. It direQs us 
wholly to abſtain from ſome Things innocent in them- 
felves, and to do ſome Things to which the Law calls 
us not, becauſe they are expedient; becauſe by fo do- 
ing, we ſhew a higher Love of God, and a greater 
Deſire of doing every thing to his Honour and Glo- 
Ty; becauſe we thereby attain a greater Purity and 
Perfection of Heart, a greater Conqueſt over all our 
inward and outward Enemies, and in a greater Degree 
help forward the Edifcation of our Neighbour. 

Let us look at St. Paul's Doctrine and Example in 
the two following remarkable Inftances. Firſt, where 
he declares.it to be /awfu/ for thoſe that preach the 
Goſpel to live by the Goſpel, and yet makes it Matter 
of the greateſt Comfort and Foy to himſelf, that he had 
wholly abſtained from this /zwwfu/ Thing. And de- 
clares, it were better for him to die, than that his 
Regoicing ſhould. be taken from him. He appeals to 
his daily and nightly labouring with his own Hands, 
that ſo he might preach the Goſpe eecly, and not be 
chargeable to thoſe that heard him. And this he ſaid 
he did, not for want of Authority to do otherwiſe, but 
that he might make himſelf an Entample unto them to 
follow him. | 

What fine and awakening Inſtructions are here gi- 
ven to us of the Clergy in a practical Matter of the 

| greateſt 
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greateſt Moment ! How ought every one to be fright-- 
ccd at the Thought of deſiring or ſeeking a ſecond Living, 
a ; 5 or of rejoycing at great Pa where there is but /:tte. 
) Duty, when the Apoſtle's Rejoicing conſiſted in this, 
1 1 that he had paſſed thro' all the Fatigues and Perils of 
| = preaching the Goſpel without any Pay at all! How 


* cautious, nay, how fearful ought we to be, of going 
- ſo far as the 8 Laws permit us, when the Apo- 
- ſtle thought it more deſirable to Joſe his Life, than to 
e go ſo far as the very Laws of the Goſpel would have 
ſuffered him! | | 
1 It is law ful to receive more for doing the Work of 
e the Miniſtry in any Pariſo, and to ſpend more upon 
* ourſelves than our bare Subſiſtence requires It is 
1% looked upon as lawful to get ſeveral Preferments, and 
18 to make a Gain of the Goſpel, by hiring others to do 
}-- Duty tor us at a lower Rate——lt is /ooked upon as- 
Is lawful to quit a Cure of Souls of a ſmall Income, for 
J- no other Reaſon but becauſe we can get another of a. 
er greater It is looked upon as lawful for a Clergy- 
- man to take the Revenue of the Church, which he 
1d ſerves, to his own U/z, though he has more than a ſuf- 
ur ficient Competency of his own, and much more than 
ee the Apoſtle could get by his Labour. — It is looked 
upon as lawful for the Clergy to live in State and 
in Equipage, to buy Purple and fine Linen, out of the 
ere Revenues of the Church It is looked upon as law- 
he ful for Clergymen to enrich their Families, and bring 
44 up their Children in the faſhionable Vanities, ' and 
a 


= Ccorrupting Methods of a worldly and expenfive. Life, 
le- by Money got by preaching the Goſpel of Jeſus. 
bis Chbhriſt. 5 

to But now /uppo/irg all this to be Jlaauful, what Com- 


ds, PFrort and Joy might we treaſure up for ourſefves, what 
1 Glory and Honour might we bring to Religion, what 
ai 


X Force and Power might we. give to. the Goſpel, what: 

but Benefit and Edification ſhould we do to our Neigh- » 
1 to. . bour, if we ac ad/tained from all theſe Things, 
not by working Day and Night with our own Hands, 

gi- ds the great Apoſtle did, but by limiting 1 
1 an 


| ( 16 ) 
and Deſires according to the plain Demands of Nature, 
and a religious Self-denial ? 1 
The other Inſtance of the Apoſtle's, I appeal to, is 
that where he ſays, it is good neither to eat Fla, nor 
to drink Wine, nor any thing whereby thy Brother flum- 
bleth and is offended. * And again, I Meat make my 
Brother to offend, 1 wwill eat no Fleſh awhile the World 
Randeth, that I may not offend my Brother. T Hence it 
appears, that to abſtain from Things indifferent, as if 
they were in themſelves ſinful, is wrong; but holly 
to abſtain from them upon other Motives, may be the 
higheft Pieiy, and oftentimes Matter of neceſſary Duty 
and Edification. But ſince the Doctor has not looked 
at this Matter in this twofold View, in which it can 
only be juſtly apprehended, he can't well be excuſed 
from that Ha/f-thinking, which he ſo much reproaches 
in others. | | | 
But I muſt farther obſerve, that there is yet more 
of Snare and Deception, in what the Doctor has here 
ſaid of this Matter. 
eaſily brought into a Belief, that Things in themſelves 
indifferent and innocent, Wc. are not the proper Sub- 
Jeets of Religion, or Means of advancing in Piety, and 
that he need not bring himſelf under any Laus of Re- 
ligion concerning ſuch Things. Whereas nothing can 
be more contrary to I zuth, or more hurtſul to his 
Piety than ſuch a Belief. ” | 
Eating, Drinking, Sleeping, Dreſſing, Reſting, La- 


bour, Converſation, Trade, Diverſion, and Money, are 
in themſelves indifferent, innocent, and uſeful. But 


it is in the religious, or irreligious Uſe of theſe Things 
that ſome People lie up to the Spirit of the Gol; T, 
and others ay dye to it. And it is ſrom fri Laws 
of Religion, made concerning theſe indifferent and in- 
nocent | hings, that the ſpiritual Life of every one is to 
be built up. 

And it is for want of religious Laws in the Uſe of 
innocent and lawful Things, that the Spirit of the 
Goſpel cannot get Poſſeſſton of our Hearts. For our 


Souls may receive an infinite Hurt, and be rendered 


8 incapable 
Rom. xiv. 23. 1 Cor. viii. 13. | 


For the Reader may thereby be 


e 
r 
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incapable of all true Virtue, merely by the Uſe of in- 
nocent and lawful Things. 8 | 
What is more innocent than Ref and Retirement? 
And yet what more dangerous than Sloth and Idle- 
neſs? How lawful and Praiſe-worthy is the Care of a 
Family? And yet how certainly are many People ren- 
dered incapable of all Virtue, and dead to all the 
Calls of God, by a worldly, ſolicitous Temper ? How 
lawful and beneficial is it to us, to eat and drink in 
ſuch Quantity and Quality, as may render the Body 
healthful, ſubſervient, and uſeful to the Soul? And 
yet, what Danger is there in eating and drinking, if 
we are not under this ftridt Law of Religion, to ſeek 
only Health, and not the Pleaſure of various Taſtes in 
our Food? What Ser/uality of Diſcourſe ſhall we not 
every Day fall into, unleſs it be a fixed Law to us, to 
ſpeak of no other Joy in our Food, but that which is 
expreſſed by our Grace before and after our Meals. 
How indifferent a Thing, and innocent in itlelf, is 
Dreſs? And yet what more hurtful and . 
with Sin? It reaches and inſects the Heart and Soul, 
both of the Wearer and Beholder. Its. Evils are in- 
numerable. It has deſtroyed, and does deſtroy like a 


Peſtilence. 


If the luſtful Eye is in the Scripture deemed to be 
an Adultery, we may ſee plainly the Reaſon why the 
Apoſtle requires Women to be covered, not to beauti- 
fy their outward Perſon with coſtly Ornaments of 
Dreſs, or curled Hair, but to be adorned with Shame- 
facedneſs and Moazfly. For it is only ſaying in other 
Words, that it becomes not the Piety of Chriitian Wa- 
men to carry and hold out Szares and Temptations to 
the unwary Eye, that can To eaſily be betrayed into ſo 
great a Sin. 7 

Now how can all theſe Evils, which ariſe from the 
Uſe of theſe Things indifferent and lawful in them- 


| ſelves, be avoided, but by making every Thing in 


our common and ordinary Lite to be Matter of Conſci- 
ence, which is, to have its Rule, and Meaſure, and End 
from the Spirit of Religion. And indeed what other 
End or Intent is there in Religion, but to govern eve- 


ry 
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ry Motion and Defire of our Hearts, to make all tife 
Actions of our common Life pure and holy, by being 
done in ſtrict Conformity to the Will of God, and 
under the Light and Guidance of his Holy Spirit? So 
that every outward Form of our Lives, and the ache 
Manner of our living in the World, whether in E 
tates, Titles, Shops, or Farms, whether in Eating, 
Drinking, Dreſſing, &c. may make it known to all the 
World, that we do every Thing in the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſuitably to that high Vocation wherewith we 
are called, 

The Apoſtle directs Servants to this Degree of Pie- 
ty, that is, 70 be obedient to their Maſlers in fingleneſs of 
Heart, as unto C hiſt. Not with Evye-ſervice, as Men- 
fheaſers, but as the Serwants of Chriſt, doing the Will of 
God from the Heart. With good will doing Serwice, as 
unto the Lord, and not to Men.“ Surely it poor Slaves, 
by Reaſon of their Chriſtian Profeſſion, are not to 
comply with their Buſineſs as Mn pleaſers, if they are 
to look wholly unto God in all their Actious, and ſerve 


in Vingleneſi of Heart, as unto the Lord, ſurely all Chri- 


ſtians, of other Employments and Conditions, mult be as 
much obliged to go through their Buſineſs with the 
Jame fingleneſs of Heart, not as pleaſing the Vanity of 
their own Minds, not as gratifying their own ſelfiſh, 
worldly Paſſions, but as the Servants of God, that are 


to live wholly unto him in every thing that they do. Tt 


is therefore abſolutely certain, that flo Chriſtian is to. 
enter any further into Buſineſs, nor ſeek any worldly 
Profit, nor do any Thing in any other meaſure, nor for 
any tber End, than ſuch as he can in fingleneſs of Heart 
do unto God, as a reaſonable Service. 

No Folly of Life whatever can be rightly removed, 
but by being thus avho/ly cut up by the Roots, by ma- 
king every thing ſubject to the Spirit of Religion. 
That which is to direct our Prayers, and govern us 
at Church, muſt with the /ame Frede direct our 


Converſation, and govern our Dealings in common 
Life. We mult dreſs with the ſame Spirit that we give 
Ams, or go to Prayers; that is, we muſt no more dreſs 


* Eph. vi. 5. Col. iii. 22. 
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to be /een and admired by others, than we muſt give 
Alms, or make Prayers for the ſame Reaſons. 

And when Religion has its Seat in our Hearts, and. 
is the Work of God's Spirit in us, this acting accord- 
ing to its Direction in a/l Things, will be fo far from 
ſeeming to be a hard Leſſon, that it would be a Pain 
to act otherwiſe. It is no Hardſhip to a Miſer, to do 


every Thing ſuitable to the greedy Deſires of his Heart. 


The ambitious Man is not troubled with acting always. 
agrecably to his Ambition. If theſe Perſons are in 
Trouble or Diſtreſs, or under any Dejection, you can 
only comfort the one with Honour and Power, and the 
other with filthy Lucre and Gain. | 

Yet the Doctor complains of the Treatiſe upon Chri- 
„ian Perfection, becauſe Chriſtians in Sickneſs, Diſtreſs, 
and Deje#ton of Spirit are there ſo/ely directed to ſeek 
for Comfort and Refreſhment in God alone. Our 
Blefſed Lord is very ſhort, and yet very full upon this 
Article; he only ſays, Be of good Comfort, I have over-- 
come the World, And the Doctor might as well be an- 
gry at the Go/pe/ ſor having made no mention of vor/d- 
ly Amuſements, proper for fick and diſtreſſed Chriſtians, 
as at the Treatije of Chriſtian Perfection, for not having 
done the ſame, 

If I ſhould ſee a %, Man ſmelling a Ro/e, eating an 
agreeable Fruit, or diverting himſelf with,a Child, I 
ſhould not call him from ſuch ſinful Indulgences. But 
if he wanted Comfort in his State,. I would no more. 
direct him to any thing but the great and ſolid Com- 
forts that are to be found in the Love and Goodneſs of 
God, than I would direct him to another Saviour than 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 

For to tell Chriſtians, that in ſome kinds of Trouble 
they might juſtly ſeek for Reliet by reading a Play, 
or wanton Pucolick, inſtead of the Goſpel ; would be 
the ſame Abſurdity, as to have told People in our 


_ Saviour's Time, that in ſome ſorts of Diſtreſs they might 


ny have Recourſe to Simen Magus, inſtead of Jeſus 
rift. 5 15 
But now to look back a little. I have conſidered 
the Bulk of thoſe Chriſtians that are the moſt likely 0 
f 8. 


; SY 


be the. Doctor's Readers, under two Characters. The 
one as living ſome way or other in a partial, falſe, ſu- 


perficial, or halt State of Piety; the other, as an awa- 


kened People, called by the Spirit of God to come out 
of the common Corruptions of the Times. I have 
ſhewn, that the Doctor's Diſcourſe (where it is not 


diſliked) muſt do great Hurt, and have dreadiul Ef- 


fects upon thoſe two Sorts of People; the one Sort it 
ſeals up in a falſe Security, ſleeping in the Chambers 
of Death, without any Oll in their Veſſels ; the other 
it frightens, and diſcourages from their pious Intenti— 
ons of trimming their Lamps with all Diligence, and 
living upon the vatch for the midnight Call of the 
Bridegroom's Voice. 

That I may therefore do all the Good that I can to 
both theſe Sorts of People; that I may awaken the 
one from their falſe Security in their half Form of 
Godlineſs, and aſſiſt and encourage the other to pro- 
ceed with all Earneſtneſs, after every Degree of Chri- 
{tian Holineſs, 1 ſhall proceed. | 

What we. want from Jeſus Chriſt, as our Redeemer, 
is manifeſt by that which he offers and gives to us, 
„ a Birth from hiz/elf, a Birth from the Holy 
Nl, a Redemption from the Hell that is in our 


Souls, and from the Death and Corruption that is in 


our Bodies. 5 
We were no more created to be in the Sorrows, 


Burdens, and Anguiſh of an earthly Life, than the 


Angels were created to be in the Wraſb and Darinzes 
of Hell. It is as contrary to the Vi and Goodneſs of 
God towards us, that we are out of Paradiſe, as it. 1s 
contrary to the Deſigns and Goodneſs of God towards 
the Angels, that ſome of them are ot of Heaven, Pri- 
ſoners of Darkneſs. £ Þ | 
The Groſſneſs, Impurity, Sickneſs, Pain, and Cor- 
ruption of our Bodies, is brought upon us by ourſelves, 
in the ſame manner as the dark, hideous, ſerpentine 


Forms of the Devils are brought upon them. How 


abſurd, and even blaſphemous would it be, to ſay with 
the Scripture and the Church, that we are by Nature 
Children of Wrath, and born in Sin, if we had that 

| . Nature 
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Nature which God at firſt gave us? What a Reproach 
upon God to ſay, that this World is a Valley of Miſe- 
ry, a Shadow of Death, an Habitation of Diſorders, 
Snares, Ewils, and Temptations, if this was an original 
Creation, or that State of Things for which God 
created us? Is it not as conſiſtent with the Goodneſs 
and Perfections of God, to ſpeak of the Miſery and 
Diſorder that holy Angels find avowe, and of the Va- 
nity, Emptineſs, and Sorrow of the heavenly State, as 
to ſpeak of the Mitery of Men, and the Sorrows of 
this World, if Men and the World were in that Order 
in which God at firſt had placed them? If God 
could make any Place poor, and warn, and miſerable, 
or create any Beings into a State of Vanity and Vexa- 
tion of Spirit, he might do fo in all Places, and to all 
Beings. | | 
But by the Mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, this Pri- 

ſon of an earthly Life is turned into a State of Pa ;fi- 
cation; it is made a Time and Place of putting off our 
filthy and defiled Garments, and of Haying and ſacrif- 
cing that corrupt 'old Man of Sin that is hid under 
them. And God ſuffers the Sun to ſhine upon us, and 
the Elements to afford us Nouriſhment, for 20 other 
End, but that we may all have Time and Opportunity 
to hear the Call of the Son of God, to embrace a ſe- 
cond Adam, to be born again of him, to be renewed 
by the Holy Spirit, and be made capable of that King- 
dom from which Lucifer and his Angels fell. | 
> Look at our Saviour's Sermon on the Mount, and 
indeed at all his Inſtructions, and you will find them 
= pointing at nothing elſe on aur Side, but a Denial of 
= ourſelves, and a Renunciation of the World. And in- 
deed how could it be otherwiſe? For if we are our- 
ſelves ſomething which we were not created to be, and 
if this is our Miſery, that we have raiſed and awaken- 
ed a Nature and Life in us, which is not our , that 
we had from God; mult not the firſt Step towards 
our Salvation be, a denying and departing with our 
Whole Will and Inclination from that which we have 
= made ourſelves to be, from that Lie which we have 
= awakened in us? If S is our Miſery and Captivity, 
1 | | - muſt 
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muſt not our Deliverance require a total, continual 


Self-denial ? If we want a Redeemer, only becauſe we 


have awandered out of Paradiſe, and could not get back 
to it ourſelves; if we are overcome by this World, 


only becauſe the Vill and Defire of our firſt Father 
fought after it, what Wonder is it that he who is to re- 


place us in Paradite ſhould call us to a Renunciation of 
the World ? If this World has got its Dominion over 
us, merely becauſe the Will and Defire of Man turned 
itſelf towards the Earth, how can its Dominion over us 
be defiroyed, but by our turning our whole Vill and 
Defire towards Heaven? | | 

Vain Man, taken with the Sound of heavenly Things, 
and Praſpects of future Glory, yet at the ſame time a 


 ofaft Friend to all the Intereſts and Paſſions of Fleſh and 


Blood, would fain compound Matters between God 
and Mammon. He is very willing to acknowledge a 
Saviour, that died on the Croſs to fave him; he is 
ready to receive outward Ordinances, and Forms of di- 
vine Worſhip, and to contend with Zeal for the Ob- 
ſervance of them. He likes Heaven and future Glory 
on theſe Conditions. He is alſo ready to put on an 
outward Morality of Behaviour, to let Religion poliſh 
his Manners, that he may have the Credit and Orna- 
ment of a prudential Piety, well ordered Paſſions, and a 
Decency of outward Life ; this gives no Hurt, or at 
leaſt no Death's-Blow to the old Man. But to lay the 
Axe to the auhole Root of our Diſeaſe, to cut all thoſe 
filken Cords aſunder, which tye us to the World, and 
the World tous; to deny every Temper and Paſſion 
that cannot be made holy, wiſe, and heavenly ; to die 
to every Gratification which keeps up and ſtrengthens 
the Folly, Vanity, Pride, and Blindneſs of our Fallen 
Nature; to leave no little Mor/els of Senſuality, Ava- 
rice, and Ambition for the old Man to feed upon, 
however well covered under his Mantle ; this, though 
it be the very Eſſence of Religion on our Part, is 
what he flies from with as much Averſion as from He- 
reſy and Schiſm. Here he makes learned Appeals to 
Reaſon and common Senſe, to judge betwixt bib and the 


_ Goſpel; which is juſt as wiſe, as to aſk the learned 


Greek, 
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OSreel, and the worldly Few, whether the Creſi of 
** Chriſt be not Fooli/oneſ5, and a juſt Rock of Offence ; 
or to appeal to Fe and Blood about the narrow Way 
to that Kingdom of Heaven, into which itſelf cannot 
poſſibly have any Entrance. 5 
To ſeek for any Thing in 1 but a new Na- 
ture, fitted for a new World, is knowing neither it, 
nor ourſelves. To be born again, is to be fit for Pa- 
kadiſe, in whatever Part of the Univerſe we live. Net 
6 be born again, is continuing where the Sin and 
Death of Adam /eft us, whatever Church or Sec of 
Religion we have Fellowſhip with. All Ways and Opi- 
* mions, all Forms and Modes of Divine Worſhip ſtand on 
the Outfide of Religion. They may be, and _— 
are, great and deſirable Helps to the Kingdom of God, 
when we conſider them only as the Gate, or Guide to 
"* that inward Life, which wants to he raiſed and brought 
forth in us. But this is unqueſtionably true, that our 
Salvation conſiſts wholly and ſolely in the Birth from 
the Son of God, and the Renewal of the Holy Ghoſt 
in our Souls. When his begins, our Salvation begins, 
as this goes on, our Salvation goes on, when this is 
finiſhed, our Salvation is fried. This alone /aves the 
Soul, becauſe this alone reftores the firſt paradiſical, 
divine Nature, which is the true Image of God, and 
which alone can enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
If we had only a notional Knowedge that our firſt 
Father had ined, and knew no more of his „nf 
Condition than Hiſtory tells us of it; if we had only 
certain iaſſituted Types and Figures to keep up the Re- 
membrance of it in our Minds, we ſhould be never 
the worſe for his Sins; we ſhould have no Hurt bi 
eqxuning ourſelves to be Children of a ſinful Father, if 
his Nature, Life, and Spirit was not propagated in us: 
So, if we have only a notional Belief that Jeſus is be- 
come the ſecoud Adam, to redeem, or regenerate the 
fallen Nature, if we know this only in the Notion and 
Hiſtory kept up in our Minds by outward Figures and 
Ordinances, though we contend ever ſo much for this 
Belief of a Saviour, and write Volumes in Defence of 
it, yet he is not our Saviour till his Nature, Life, and 
nel Spirit 
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Spirit be born in us. If there be any Man in the 
World, in whom the Nature of Adam is not, he has 
zo Sin from Adam. If there be any Man in whom the 
Life of Jeſus is not, he has 20 Righteouſneſs from him. 
We muſt have Life and Righteouſneſs in the ſame 
Truth and Reality in us from the ſecond Adam, as we 
have Sin and Death in us from the firſt. | 
The whole of the Matter is this: This World is 
our Curſe and Separation from God; by the Myſtery of 
our Redemption it is turned into a ſhort State of Pu- 
rificatien, and can only be made fo, by our going with 
our whole Will and Defire out of it, and away from it, 
as Adam by his Will and Defire ſought after, and fell 
into it. The ſecond 4dam muſt take us out, as the 
_ firſt Adam brought us into this World. Our Bodies 
are our Burdens which Sin has laid upon us: Our 


God as our Lord did. But yet, all this Turning with 
our whole Will and Defire towards God and Paradiſe, 
all this bearing our Croſs, and paſſing through the 
fiery Trials of this Life, is ſtill but preparatory to our 
Salvation, which wholly conſiſts in the Incarnation of 
the Son of God in the Soul, or Lite of Man. As our 
Sin and Death is Adam in us, ſo our Life and Salva: 
tion is Chrift in us. This is it alone that ſaves us,, 
that delivers us from the Fall, that re/tores all that was 
loſt in Adam; by this alone what died in Adam, is 
brought to Life again in us; by this alone we can be 
taken out of an earthly Life, Nature, and World, and 
tranſlated into an heavenly Life, Nature, and World, 7 
Chriſt, by the over-ſhadowing of the Holy x 
became in the Body of the holy Virgin Mary, of the 
ſame Nature with that i Man which was created in 
Paradiſe, who, according to the Purpo/e of God, was 
to have been the Father of an holy, paradiſical Race 
of Men. Now the fir Purpo/e of God muſt fand, 
and that which God deſigned muſt come to paſs. But 
ſeeing the firſt .4dam failed in this Deign of God, and 


was not the Generator of ſuch a Race of Men, mw 
ore 


3.3.8 

if j ſtinging, wounding Paſſions are the Nails which muſt 

i | faiten our Hands and Feet to the Croſs on which we 

"Th | are to die, and commend our Spirit into the Hands of 
| 
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fore the Wiſdom of God provided a ſecond Adam, who 
was born of the Virgin Mary, in the ſame Degree of 
Perfection in which the firſt Man was created. To 


this holy, paradiſical, human Nature, the Son of God 


was perſonally united; and thus Chriſt, the ſecond 
Adam, took the Place of the firſt, and ſtands as the 
Regenerator, Redeemer, ſecond Father of all the Sons 
of Adam. Now as we are earthly, corrupt, and worldly 
Men, by having the Nature and Lift of the firſt Adam 
propagated in us, ſo we muſt become holy, paradifical 
and heavenly Men, by having the [gfe and Nature of 


the ſecond Adam deriv'd into, or regenerated in us; ory 


as the Scripture ſpeaks, by being born again of him. 
Therefore if we are to have the Nature of Chriſt re- 
generated in us, as the Life of Adam is born in us; if 
we are to be /ike him in Nature as we are like to Adam 
in Nature; if we are to be the heavenly Sons of the 
one, as we are the earthly Sons of the other, then 
there is an ab/olute Nece/ity, that Chriſt muſt become 
our Regenerator, that we ſhould be born of the Spirit 
and Water or become new Creatures. The Myſtery of 
Chriſt's Birth muſt be the Myſtery of our Birth; we 
cannot be his Sons, but by having a Birth from him 
derived into us; for the ae paradiſical Man muſt be 
brought forth in the ſame manner in every individual 
Perſon ; that which brought forth this holy Birth in 
the fr/f Adam at his Creation, and in the ſecond Adam in 
the Virgin Mary, that alone can bring it forth in any 
one of their Off. ſpring. Jeſus Chriſt therefore ſtands 
as our Regenerator, to help us by a ſecond Birth from 
him, to ſuch an holy, pure, and und:filed Nature, as he 
himſelf receiv'd in the bleed Virgin, and which we 
ſhould have received in Paradiſe from our „ir Father. 
From the Time of the Fall of Adam, the incorrup- 
tible Seed of Chriſt is in us all, in the whole human 
Nature ; he has Power, as the Son of God, to quick- 


en and raiſe it up, till it comes to be that firſt holy 


And when a divine 


7 of the bleſſed Trinity. 
ariſes in this Seed of Life, by Baptiſm, which is 


Fai 


the Laver of Regeneration, it lays hold on Chriſt 
as the Author, Preſerver, _ Finiſher of its Life, Jo 
0 


8 
A 2 
. 3 / 
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the Atonement, Saviour and Deliverer from the Death p 
and Hell that ſorrounds it, then it grows up into a. 5 P. 
eau, inward Man, of the ſame Nature with hat 5 * 


which appear d in Paradiſe. Then a Birth from the = 
Son of God, that e holy Humanity which Adam loſt, 15 
are all reſtored to us, but in a Myſtery in the inward C4. 
Man hid in God, till the Reſurrection ſhall ſeparate = 
every thing that is earthly, dark, and corruptible from it. ma 
Thus by Faith in Chriſt we put on Cbriſt, he becomes 
Jormed in us, we eat his Fleſh, and drink his Blood, and 1 
have his Nature and Life in us; that is, we have a nf Fa 
Fleſh and Blood, a holy Humanity, deriv'd intous the 
from Chriſt, in the /ame Reality as we have Fleſh and > 
Blood, a corrupt Humanity from Adam, our firſt Fa» 7 ( 


ther. Thus we are real Members, living Branches, vai: 
and new-born Children of Chrift, our Regenerator; Ca 


he is our Father, and as ſuch, as certainly brings us in- = wh 
to the Kingdom of Heaven, Heirs of all his Glory, nor 
as Adam brought us into the Priſon of this World, 1 dili 
Heirs of all his Sin and Miſery. This is the whole of glo 
the Chriſtian Redemption. Let us look where we will, Sig 
and talk of what we will, there is no Poſſibility of Sal- ſuß 
vation for any one Son of Adam, but in this divine 
Birth, nor can this Birth be had any other way. And bot 
to this great Truth all the Writings of the New Te- mu 
tanent, bear undeniable witneſs. For the further and be you 
fu! View of this important Matter, I refer the Reader 7 Na 
to another /itt/e Book , which, if I could afford it, pf 
ſhould be ſent gratis into all Parts of the Kingdom. 
Look now at your eve, at the World, at 12 ih in of 


8 
5 
© 
—— 


this true Light, and ſurely you muſt enough ſee and 1 juſt 
feel the deſirable Nature of every Virtue, and every 12 
De zree of it, which the Goſpel ſets before you. Sure- * Pt, 


I; you muſt awaken into a ſtrong Abhorrence of every us 
th nz, that the Fall has brought upon you, whether it N 
be in your Souls, your Bodies, or the State of the Woild tthit 
into which you are fallen. To renounce the poor In- I 
tereſts of a worldly Life, to be content with a Pilgrim's 
Fare in it, to live looking and longing after that which 

| | you 


* Grounds and Reaſons of Chriſtian Regeneration, &c. 
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pyou have loſt; to have no more of Covetouſneſs, of 
> Pride, of Vanity and Ambition, than John the Baptiſt 
had; to live unto God in your Shops, your Emploayments, 
and Eſtates, with ſuch Thoughts and Deſires of going 
to your heavenly Father, as the 1% Son had when he 
ſaw his poor Condition, eating Huſes among Swine, 
is only a Proof that you are, like him, come to yourſelves, 
that you begin to ſee what, and how, and where 
you are. Surely you can need no Exhortations to haſten 
and run to your Redeemer, to aſk and beſeech him in 
Faith and Love to do every Thing in you and for you, 
that your darken'd, corrupted Heart, and polluted Bo- 
dy ſtands in need of. He now ſtands as near you, as 
full of Love over you, as he did to Lazarus when he 
raiſed him from the Dead. He is no farther from your 
Call, than he was from the Call of blind Bartimæus, 
whoſe Eyes he immediately opened. Surely it ſhould 
now be more needleſs to exhort you to look earneſtly and 
> diligently after every Means of recovering your firſt 
> olorious State, than to exhort the Blind to receive their 
"YH Sight, the Sick to accept of Health, or the Captive to 
ſuffer his Chains to be taken off. For when you thus 
ſee your Miſery and your Redemption in this ſtrong Light, 
both of them ſo exceeding great, you ſee ſomething that 
muſt needs penetrate and awaken the inmoſt Depth of 
your Soul, that leaves you no Room to doubt about the 
Nature of any Virtue, no Liberty to indulge one vain 
Paſſion, or to think it any Hardſhip that the Goſpel 
calls you to be perfect. For in this Light every Virtue ' 
of the Goſpel ſtands known and recommended to us, 
= juſt as Health, Purity and Sight, ſtand recommended to 
= a fichly, noiſome, blind Leper, who was ſhut up in a 
= Place that continually increaſed all his Evils. It ſtrips 
us of nothing but the Uncleanne/s of Leproſies, the 
= Miſeries of Sores, Pains, and Blindneſs. It takes no- 
thing from the World which is about us, but its Poiſon 
and Power of infecting us. So that to be call'd to the 
Height of all Virtue attainable in this Life, however 
exceſſive it may-ſeem to the Reaſonings of Fleſh and 
Blood, is only being call'd aw y from every Miſery and 
Eil that can be avoided by us. Jeſus Chriſt is become 
our Regenerator, that we may again be made like unto 
- B 2 | God, 
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God, have the Purity and Perfection of an angelick 
Nature, and be made capable of enjoying the infinite 
Riches and Treaſures of the divine Nature to all 
Eternity. No Virtue therefore has any blameable 
Extreme in it, till it contradifs this general End 
of Religion, till it hinders the Reſtoration of the 
divine Image in us, or makes us 4% fit to appear amongſt 
the Inhabitants of Heaven. .{b/tinente, Temperance, 
Mortification ot the Senſes and Paſſions, can have 20 
Exceſs till they hinder the Purifcation of the Soul, and 
make the Body leſs uſeful and tubſervient to it. Cha- 
rity can have no Exceſs, till it contradicts that Love 
which we are to have in Heaven, till it is ore than 
that which would Jay down its Life even for an Enemy, 
till it exceeds that which the firſt Chriſtians practiſed, 
when they had all things common; till it exceeds that 
of St. John, who requires him that has #avo Coats, to 
give to him that has none, and he that has Meat to do 
ikewiſe; till it is loving our poor Brethren more than 


Chriſt has loved us; till it goes beyond the Command of 


loving our Neighbour as we love ourſelves ; till it for- 
ts that our own Life is to be preſerv'd. 

See now how the Doctor inſtructs and enlightens 
his Readers on theſe two great Articles, Chriſtian 
Temperance, and Charity, To remove the Re- 
ſtraints of the firſt, he ſays, Our Bleſſed Saviour 
« came eating and drinking, was preſent at Weddings, 
% and other Entertainments; nay, at one of them 
« worked a Miracle to make Wine, when it is plain, 
< there had been more drank than was abſolutely ne- 
ce ceſſary for the ſupport of Nature, and conſequently 


« ſomething had been indulg'd to Pleaſure and Chear- 


« fulneſs*,” 8 
O Foly Jeſus, that thy Divine Life, ſhould by a 
Preacher of thy Goſpel, be made a Plea for Liberties 
of Indulgence! The Doctor's Argument lies in this, 
that our Saviour work'd a Miracle to help them to more 
Wine, when they had already drank to the Indulgence of 
Pleaſure and Chearfulneſs, therefore he could be 20 
Enemy to ſuch pleaſant Indulgences, therefore it is 
lawful for us Chriſtians to delight in them. Now * 
| | this 
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this Lawfulneſs is well provid, the Doctor may go on 
and prove theſe Indulgences to be good and pious, be- 
cauſe what our Saviour work'd a Miracle to promote, 
muſt needs be eſteem'd to be ſo, And fo the adding 
another Bottle, when Friends are rejoicing, may be 
made to be a Chriftian Duty. But the Doctor ſhould 
have remember'd, that the Vine here ſpoken of, was 
not common Wine, and therefore, has not the Ic Rela- 
tion to our common Drinking that it was not Wine 
from the Juice of the Grape that it had nothing 
in it, but what came from a heavenly Hand that 
it muſt have in it the Parity and Virtue of him that 
made it that 4t had as good Qualities in it, and was 
fitted to have the /ame Efe&s upon ſome that drank it, 
as the Clay, which he moiſten'd with his Spittle, had 
upon the Eyes of the Blind. He ſhould have remem- 
ber'd, that it was Water only fo alter'd and endued with 
ſuch Pual ities, as he pleaſed to put into it, and therefore 
we may be ſure, it was Water as highly bleſs'd for their 


Uſe, as they were capable of; we may be ſure it was 


fitter to allay the Heat, and diſorder of their Drinking, 
than if it had been Water wnalter'd by our Saviour. 
How ſuitable was this Miracle to a Feaſt! How wor- 
thy of ſo Divine a Perſon! To make them cooler, by 
giving them Water made fitter for that Purpoſe, and to 
raiſe their Faith by its miraculouſly ſeeming to be turn'd 
into the beſt of Wine. Well might it be ſaid of this 
Miracle, that he thereby manifefted forth his Glory, and 
his Diſciples believed on him. But according to the Doc- 
tor's horrid Account of this Miracle, it muſt be ſaid, 
that he thereby ſhew'd his Approbation of continuing 
ſuch Pleaſures of Drinking, and has left us a Proof, 
that we may do the ſame : but I muſt further vindicate 
the Life and Example of our bleſſed Lord from the 
Indignity and Irreverence done to it by the Doctor. 
Our Lord came indeed, as he ſays of himſelf, eating 
and drinking. But how, or in what Manner, or in what 
Senſe, did he ſay this of himſelf? Why, it was in 
Oppoſition to, and Diſtinction from John the Baptiſt, 
who came eating only one Sort of Food. And it was 
to ſhew the ers their great Guilt in this reſpect, that 
B3 not bing 


(90) 

nothing could do them any good. For the Mortificatior 
of the Baptiſt they condemned, as coming from the 
Devil, and the Condeſcenſion of Jeſus in coming to their 
Tables, they accus'd as Gluttony and Wine-bibbing. 
Now the Doctor is plainly doing what our Lord accu- 
ſed the Jews of; he with them condemns the Morti- 
fication of the Baptiſt, as coming from the Devil. But 
he differs from the Jews in this, that he does not con- 
demn, but approves of our Lord, as a Friend to Feaſts, 
and merry Meetings. | 

Our Saviour, ſuitable to his gracious Love, in 


coming into the World, ſought the Converſation of 


Sinners and Publicans, becauſe he came to /ave that 
which was loft, and becauſe he knew that ſome amongſt 
ſuch Sinners were more moveable, than the proud 
Sanctity of the learned Phariſees. But may we thence 
conclude, that the Lives of fuch Sinners were not 
blameable in his Sight? Is not this as well, as to ima- 
gine he fawour'dthe Indulgences of Feaſting, and good 
Fellowſhip, becauſe he was found there ? * con- 
verſed more freely, ſpoke of himſelf, and of the King- 
dom of God more divinely to a Wicked Woman of Sa- 
maria, than he appears to have done to his Diſciples. 
May we thence conclude, that he approv'd of a Wo- 
man of that Character, or that he thereby ſet his Sea/ 
to the Goodneſs and Lawfulneſs of her way of living ? 
Is not this as well, as to make his Preſence at a Wedding, 
an Aßprobation of the Freedom and Indulgences of 
ſuch Feaſts? N | 7 

O Son of God, thou didſt nothing of thyſelf, thou 
ſoughteſt only the Glory of thy Father, from the Be- 
inning to the end of thy Life; thou ſpenteſt whole 


Nights in Prayer in Mountains and Deſart Places, thou 


hadſt not where to lay thy Head, thy common poor 
Fare with thy Diſciples was bar/ey Bread and dry'd Fiſh, 
thy miraculous Power never help'd thee to any Dainties 
of Refreſhment, tho” ever ſo much fatigu'd, and faint- 
ed with Labour. But yet becauſe this Holy Jeſus came 
into the World to ſave all Sorts of Sinners, and to 
ſhew that every Kind and Degree of Sin could be ta- 
ken away, and forgiven by him, therefore he came in- 
to 
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to all Places, and enter'd into all Sorts of Companies, 


He did not, as the Baptiß, tye himſelf to one ſort of 
Food, but he came eating and drinking. But why did 
he ſo? It was, that he might reprove, and convert Sin- 
ners at their own Tables. He came, not to indulge 
himſelf, or to find ſuch Gratifications as the Baptiſt ab- 
ſtain'd from, but to work Miracles, to awaken and 

aſtoniſh Sinners in the Miaſt of their Indulgences. _ 
It is ſaid, that where-ever the King is, there is the 
Court. But with much more Reaſon may it be ſaid, 
that where-ever our Saviour came, there was the Tem- 
ple, or the Church. He came to Feaſts and Entertain- 
ments with the ſame Spirit, for the ſame End, and in 
the ſame Divine Power, as he went to raiſe a dead 
Corpſe, namely to ſhew forth the Glory of God: 
Where-ever he came, it was in the Spirit and Power 
of the Redeemer of Mankind; every Thing he did, 
was only to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, to deliver 
Men from his Power, raiſe the Dead, and give Sight to 
the Blind, and Ears to the Deaf; it made no Diffe- 
rence to him, whether he did this in the Temple, or in 
the Streets, at a Feaſt, or at a Funeral. As he was every 
where God, ſo every Place became Holy to him. 
Laſtly, if our Saviour came Eating and Drinking, and 
was preſent, as is pretended, at chearful Entertain- 
ments, to ſhew his Approbation of ſuch Indulgences, 
and to leave us a Proof, that we may do fo too; how 
came John the Baptiſt, that ſevere Maſter of Mortifi- 
cation, to be a fit Preparer of the Way to the Kingdom 
of Heaven? Surely his Voice muſt cry Wrong, if ſuch 
Mortification was not right. And if our Saviour dif- 
approv'd of the Severity of his Life and Manners, how 
came he to point him out to the Jews, as a burning and 
ſaining Light? Thus much may ſerve to vindicate our 

Saviour's holy Life and Example from the ſhockin 

Miſapplication the Doctor has made of it. | 
Let us now ſee how he treats and inſtructs the chari- 
table Chriſtian in theſe Words. What! fays the 
* Half-Thinker, is not Charity to the Poor, a moſt ex- 
«* cellent Thing? And can I be too charitable? Can 
I therefore beſtow too much upon the Poor? I an- 
B 4 | | ſwer 
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On the contrary, the Scripture abounds with Paſſages = 
| that 


( 


« ſwer, would you conſider the other Side, you 
« would perceive, that tho* you cannot be too charitable, 
« yet you may beſtow too much upon the Poor, to the 
* Ruin of your Wife and Children, which is not 
« Charity but Madne/ſ5, and a great and moſt grievous 
% Sin. Did you never hear, that Charity begins at 
«© home? Did you never read that of St. Paul? If 
« any provide not for his own, and eſpecially thoſe of his 
* own Houſe, he hath deny d the Faith, and is worſe than 
« an Infidel*.” | 

The Doctor's Proverb I ſhall leave to himſelf, But 
the Text of St. Paul, which he has as groſly miſtaken 


and miſapply'd, as he did our Savour's Miracle, I muſt 


take out of his Hands. St. Paul's Words are quoted 


to prove, that it is Madnes, à great and grievous Sin, 
for any one through Charity to the Poor to render him- 


ſelf unable to provide for his Wife and Children. Now 
the Apoſtle in this Place ſpeaks no more about his Sin, 
than he ſpeaks againſt the Sin of Watching and Prayer. 
Nay, what is more, there is not in all his Writings, or 


in the whole New Teſtament, the Ja Suppoſition or 


Hint that ſuch a Sin ever was, or would be committed 
by any charitable Man. The Apoſtle was ſingly ſpeak- 
ing of ſuch Women as were to be taken into the Order 
of Widows, for the Service of the Church, and to be 
maintained by it. Verſe 4. he ſays, that ſuch Widows 
as had Children or Nephews that could ſupport them, 
ſuch were not to be maintain'd by the Church. And 
10 fuch Sons and Nephegus who have Mothers and Aunts 
that thus want their Aſſiſtance, he ſays, 1F any one 
provide not for his own, eſpecially for thoſe of his own 
Houſe, i. e. If any Sons or Nephews, having Mothers 


or Aunts become deſolate Widows, and take not care to 


aſſiſt them, eſpecially if they live with them, ſuch have 


renounc'd the Piety of the Goſpel, and have not fo 


much Humanity as Iafdels. This alone is the plain 
Doctrine of the Apoſtle, which the Doctor has groſly 
perverted, to the condemning of that which he never 
thought of, either there, or in any Part of Scripture, 


Page 60, + 1 Tim. v. 5, 8. 
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bu that might perſuade us, that no Family, could ever be 
 *Fvin'd by the Alms and Charity of its Father. I have 
he Been young, and now am old, ſaid the Pſalmiſt, yet newer 
ot Jew 1 the Righteous forſaken, or their Seed begging their 

7 22 The liberal Soul ſhall be made fat, and he that 
at ioatereth, fall be watered again. They that cannot 
If * W.clieve this want the Faith of Chriſtians. Had any 
one in the Apoſtle's Time reduced his Wife and Chil- 
dren to Want, by his great Charity to the Poor, the 
Apoſtle would have been ſo far from rebuking him, as 
ut 2a bhalf-thinking Fool, or expoſing him to others, as guilty 
n of Maaneſ5, and grievous Sin, that he would have told 
if them, that he had conſecrated himſelf and Family to 
qd the Church, that he and they were thereby become the 
dear Objects of the Church's Care and Lowe, fince 


n _ — o a. 
1. their preſent Diſtreſs was brought upon them by a 


6 6 boundleſs Love and Compaſſion Br the Poor, I will 
„„ no ſuppoſe that the Apoſtle had condemn'd a Charity 
in a Father that was to the Detriment of his Wife and 

Children; I will put the following Caſe in as high Terms 
gas the Dr. can well defire. Let it be ſuppoſed that 
4 3 ſome good Biſhop, poſſeſſed of as rich a Bihoprick as 

MW that of Wincheſter, ſhould through his extenſive Love 
and Charity for the Poor throughout his whole Dioceſe, 
be forc'd to uſe the utmoſt Frugality in Family-Expence, 
and to bring up his Children in Employments of Labour, 
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4 | to help themſelves to Food and Raiment; one a Car- 

d enter, in which Buſineſs our Saviour is ſaid to have 

_ 1 labour'd in his Youth ; another a Maker of Tents, the 

vw © Trade of the great Apoſtle; and the reſt in the like 

oh 4H manner. Let it be ſuppos'd, that when he dy'd, he 

«x E left barely enough to encourage their Induſtry. Let it 

0 be ſuppoſed that by his Life and Converſation, he had 
e hil'd his Wife and Children with the tue and perfect 

o = Spirit of the Goſpel, that they lo and rejoic'd in his 
in Memory for all the Good that he had done to them, x 


] 1 deſiring nothing but to go through the World in the 
0 = ſame Humility, Piety, Charity, Love of God, and Re- 


8 uunciation of the World, as he had done. Will the 
Dr. lay, that this Bib had ruin d his Wife and Chil- 


es 


at | 1 dren? that hal/-thinking had betray'd him into a 20 
1 | B 5 8 griewous 
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grievous Sin, that he had by this Liſe deny'd the Faith, 
and become wor/e than an Infide/? I will venture to 


ſay, that if ſuch a Biſhop ſhould ever appear in this 
Kingdom, he would bid fair to put an End to Infidelity 
through all his Dioceſe, tho' it were the largeſt in the 
Nation. Now if the Dr. does not knaw of any one, 


either amongſt the Laity or Clergy, who is ruining his 1 
Wife and Children by a greater and more blameable © 


Charity than that of this Biſhop, it muſt be ſaid, that 3 T 


he has been in too much haſte, that his Zeal has not 1 
proceeded from Knowledge ; and that he has been 


throwing cold Water upon Charity, before there was 
any Flame in it. 05 


I now proceed to ſhew in a more general Way, tke 
blameable Nature and Deſign of the Doctor's Diſcourſe. 7 
The whole Chriſtian World, from the Time of our 


Saviour to this Day, has been praying, Thy Kingdom 
come, thy Will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven, Sa- 


craments, divine Worſhip, and the Order of the Clergy, 7 
are appointed as miniſterial Helps for this End, to raiſe, 7 
ſet up, and eſtabliſh this Kingdom of God on Earth. 7 
The Fall of Man brought forth the Kingdom of this 


World; Sin in all Shapes is nothing elſe but the Vill 


of Man driving on in a State of Se/f-Motion, and Self. 
Government, following the Workings of a Nature bro- 7 
ken off from its Dependancy upon, and Union with the 7 
Divine Will. All the Evil and Miſery in the Creation 
ariſe only and ſolely from this one Cauſe. There is not 


the ſmalleſt Degree of Diſtraction, Pain or Puniſh- 


ment either within us, or without us, but what is 
owing to this, wiz. that Man ſtands out of his Place, 
is not in, and under, and united to God as he ſhould be 
as the Nature of Things require. God created every 7 


Thing to partake of his own Nature, to have ſome 


Degree and Share of his own Life and Happineſs, No- J 5 
thing can be good or evil, happy or unhappy, but as 


it does, or does not ſtand in the ſame Degree of Di- 
vine Life in which it was created, receiving in God, 


and from God, all that Good that it is capable of, and 
co-operating with, and under him, acccrding to the 
Nature of its Powers and Perfections. As ſoon as it 
turns 
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turns 20 it/e/f, and would, as it were, have a Sound 


of it's ozwn, it breaks off ftom the Divine Harmony, 


and falls into the Miſery of its own Diſcord; and all 
its Workings then are only ſo many Sorts of Torment, 
or Ways of feeling its own Poverty. The Redemption 
of Mankind can then only be effected, the Harmony 
X of the Creation can only then be reſtor'd, when the 
Will of God is the Will of every Creature. For this 
Reaſon our bleſſed Lord having taken upon him a crea- 


ted Nature, ſo continually declares againſt the doing 
any Thing of himſelf, and always appeals to the Will 
of God, as the only Motive and End of every Thing 
he did, ſaying, that it was his Meat and Drink to do the 
Will of him that had ſent him. 

What now can be fo deſirable to a ſober, ſenfible 
Man, as to have the vain, diſorderly Paſſions of his own _ 
corrupted Heart remow'd from him, to be fill'd with 
ſuch Unity, Lowe, and Concord, as flows from God, to 
ftand united to, and co-operating with the Divine Good- 
neſs, willing nothing, but what God wills, loving no- 
thing, but what God loves, and doing all the Good 
that he can to every Creature, from a Principle of Lowe 
and Conformity to God. Then the Kingdom of God 
is come, and his Will is done in that Soul, as it is done 
in Heaven, Then Heaven itſelf is in the Soul, and 
the Life, and Converſation of the Soul is in Heaven. 
From ſuch a Man the Curſe of this World is remov'd, 
he walks upon conſecrated Ground, and every Thing 
he meets, every thing that happens to him, helps for- 
ward his Union and Communion with God, For it is the 
State of our Will, that makes the State of our Life ; 
when we receive every Thing from God, and do every 
Thing for God, every Thing does us the ſame Good, 
and helps us to the ſame Degree of Happineſs. Stick- 
eſs and Health, Proſperity and Adverfity, bleſs and pu- 
rity ſuch a Soul in the ſame Degree; as it turns every 
Thing towards God, lo every Thing becomes divine to 
it. For he that ſecks God in every Thing, is ſure to 
find God in every Thing. When we thus live wholly 
unto God, God is wholly ours, and we are then happy 
in all the Happineſs of God]; for by uniting with him 
in Heart, and Mill, and Spirit, we are united to all 1 * 
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he is, and has in himſelf, This is the Purity and Per- 
fection of Life, that we pray for in the Lord's Prayer, 


that God's Kingdom may come, and his Will be done in us, 
as it is in Heaven, And this we may be ſure is not 


| only; een, but attainable by us, or our Saviour 


would not have made it a Part of our daily Prayer. 
It may now then juſtly be aſk'd, have we yet obtain'd 
that, which we have been ſo long, and ſo univerſally 
praying for? Can we look upon the Church of this 
Nation, as drawing ear, or even tending to this State 
of Perfection? Can we be carry'd to any one Pariſb, ei- 
ther in Town, or Country, where it can with Truth be 
ſaid of any one Paſtor and his Flock, that there the 
Kingdom of God is coming, and his Will begins to be 
done on Earth, as it is done in Heaven? Can we there- 
fore find any one Pariſb, where the Paſtor has not great 
Reaſon to reject the Doctor's Diſcourſe, and to pray both 
for himſelf and his Flock, that they may enter much far- 
ther into the Spirit, and Practice of Chriſtianity, than 
they have yet enter'd, that the Goſpel may have much 
greater Power over them, than it hath yet had, and 
that they all may with a moſt awakening Conviction 
fee, and underſtand what it is, that has made fo divine, 
and powerful a Religion, ſo without its proper Effect 


upon them? For if the Caſe be thus, if we ſtand at 


this amazing Diſtance from that State of Perfection to 
which Chriſt has called us, tho' we have his infallible 
Promiſe to be with us to the End of the World, to 
aſſiſt us with /uch Power and Strength from above, as 
to obtain, and do every Thing that we pray for, 
through a right Faith in him, and Conformity to his 
Laws and Example; it the Caſe be thus, does not 
Heawen and Earth ſeem to call upon every Minifler of 
the Goſpel, to take /ome Share to himſelf of this miſe- 
rable State of Things, and to endeavour to convince 
both Hime, and his Flick, that they have not yet been 
Chriſtians in true earneſt, that they have profeſſed 
Chriſt with the Tempers of Jews and Heathens, that 
they have not yet entered into the narrow Way that 
leads to Life, that they have not yet enough renounc'd 
the World, not enough deny'd themſelves, not enough 
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 empty'd their Hearts of Paſſions hurtful to Piety, not 


enough er d and dewoted themſelves to God, not e- 


nough made the Spirit of Religion the Spirit of heir 


Lives, not enough ſought for Strength and Deliverance 
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Creatures, ſeeking, intending, deſiring nothing through 


from Sin, by a frm and /iving Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is made Rzghteouſneſs, and Sanfification to every 


Sinner that turns to God thro” Faith in him; not e- 


nough pray'd, and defir'd that they 0 0 be born a- 
gain of God by the 3 and quic 
ceorruptible Seed of Divine Life in their Souls, ſo that 


ening the in- 


Chriſt may be truly ſaid to be formed in them; not 


enough pray'd, and defir'd to be every where, and on 
= all 8 under the perpetual Influence and Gui- 
dance of the Holy Spirit, that they may think, and ſay, 
and do every Thing by his Holy Inſpiration; not 
enough look'd to that 5 and great Commandment, 


of loving God with our whole Heart and whole 
Strength; not enough endeavour'd to keep the next, 


> which is like unto it, that of loving our Neighbour, 
4s we love ourſelves; not enough renounc'd ſuch Fa- 


ſhions, Cuſtoms, and Conformities to the World, as 


1 greatly corrupt the Heart, and grieve and ſeparate the 


oly Spirit from it. Now which way ſoever we con- 


ider the lamentable State of Religion amongſt us, 


whether they be Evils avzthiz or auithout the Church, 
no Evil can be remov'd, nor any Remedy be procur'd 
by us of the Clergy, but in this one Yay, That every 


2 5 Individual of the Order, from the higheſt to the low- 
>> eſt, being in right earneſt with himſelf, open the Book 
ol his own Heart and Life, and conſider ſeriouſſy in 


the Preſence of God, whether, according to his Degree 
in the eccleſiaſtical Function, the World has had its 
due Share of Salt, and Light from him; whether all 
that is in the World, the Laſt of the Fleſh, the Luft of 
the Eyes, and the Pride of Life have been ſo openly, ſo 


» conflantly diſcourag'd, and renounc'd by him, that the 


4whole Form of his Life has been one loud, continual 
Call to all Orders of Chriſtians, to ſet their Affections 


on Things above, to mind only the one Thing need- 


ful, to have nothing at Heart, but to be in Chriſt new 
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the Pilgrimage of this Life, but to /ive un/potred from 
the World, and to obtain every Height of Holineſs, 


and heavenly Affection, which becomes thoſe who are 
called to be Sons, and Heirs of God with Chriſt ſeſus. 


If 3 was at this Time in a moſt flouriſhing State 


amongſt us, abounding with ſuch Congregations as 
made up the primitive Church, it would be great In- 
juſtice to ſuppoſe that the Clergy had not, under God, 
been the chief Inſtruments of building it up to ſuch a 
State of Perfection, ſince they are confider'd by our 
Saviour himſelf, as the Salt and Light of the World, 


which are to preſerve it both from Darkneſs and Cor- 


ruption. Seeing then that an uniwerſal Corruption of 
Manners is on all Hands confeſs'd to have overſpread 
this Chriſtian Nation, and the rue Spirit of Religion 
hardly any where to be ſeen, nothing can be more rea- 
ſonable in itſelf, more ſuitable to the preſent State of 
Things, than for every C/ergymarn, where-ever his Lo- 
is fallen, to ſuſpe& himſelf to have, in ſome Degree or 
other, contributed to this common Calamity, and to be 


more or Jeſs chargeable with the Guilt of it, and to try 


to diſcover his own State, by ſuch like Queſtions as 
theſe, laid home to his Conſcience, If Chriſtianity has 
not done that to my Flock which is the only End and 
Intent of it, is there nothing of this Failure chargeable 
upon my Conduct over it? Can my righteous Judge 
lay nothing grievous to my Charge on that Account ? 
Can my own Heart bear me Witneſs that Tdid not run 
in my own Mill, was not driven by human Paſſions, 
but ſtay'd and waited till the Holy Spirit call'd me to 
this Office? Have I not undertaken the Care of other 
Souls, before I had ever any true and real Care of my 
own? Have I not preſum'd to convert and frengthen o- 
thers, before I was converted myſelf? To preach by 
hearſay of the Grace, and Mercy, and Salvation of the 
Goſpel, whilſt I myſelf was an obedient Slave to Sin? 
Have I not taken upon me to exp/ain and /ay open the 
Myfteries of God's Love in Chrift Jeſus, before they 
had their proper Entrance into my own Soul? Has my 
own Repentance, Compunction, deep Senſibility of the 
Burden of Sin, and want of a Saviour, taught me 


88 
— * 
. : 
rk of 
ALS 
* 
3 
* 
= oe" 
3, +3 
* 
” 
1 "a 
3 
£ 
4 


5 7 
lu 
ho 


"74 4 
— e 
3 7 4 
5 5 5 * f 
x * 
4 5 e 
1 
—_— 
2 IF 
* 2 
* * * 
\ 
* 
41 
% 5 
% 
< 
« 


e 


— AAS a2 


— 2 — + 2 — A 


0 


(39) 


how to make the Terrors of the Lord known in the 
Deep of every Man's Heart, and to awaken and pierce 
the Conſciences of Sinners? Has my own true and li- 
wing Faith in Chriſt my Saviour, my own Experience 
of the atoning, cleanfing, ſanctifying Power of his 
precious Blood, enabled me with great Boldneſs to tell 
all Sinners, that to the Faith which worketh by Lowe, 
Chriſt always and infallibly ſaith, what he ſaid in the 
Goſpel, Thy Sins are forgiven ; thy Faith hath ſaved thee ; 
go in Peace? | | 
Can my own Heart, and God, who is greater than 
our Hearts, bear me Witneſs that in my ſacred Office 
1 have not ſought ue, or my own Things, but the 
Things of Telus Chriſt? If I have chang'd one PFloek 
or Station for another, or added one Cure to another, 
have I done it in Singleneſs of Heart, as unto the Lord, 
and not for my/elf? Has all that I have ſought or done of 
this Kind, been only from this Motive, and in this View, 
that I might be more truly Faithful to him that hath 
called me, and be more and more pert and ſacrificed 
for the Salvation of Souls? Have I neglected no Means 
of fitting and preparing myſelf for the Illumination of 
God's holy Spirit, which alone can enable me in any 
Meaſure to ſpeak to, and work upon the Hearts and 
Conſciences of Men? Have I earneftly long'd, and 
labour'd after every Kind and Degree of inward and 
outward Holineſs, and Purity of Boah, Soul and Spirit, 
that my /fanding at the Altar may be acceptable to God, 
and my Prayers and Interceſſions for my Flock avail 
much before him? Has my own Se Hdenial, Renunci- 
ation of the World, and Lowe of the Croſs of Chriſt, 
enabled me to preach up thoſe Duties in their ful] Ex- 
tent! Has my own ſtrictly pious U/e of the Things of 
this World, my own Readineſs to relieve and aſſiſt e- 
very Creature to the utmoſt Extent of my Ability, fit- 
ted me to call others to theſe Things with Power and, 
Authority? Have all Ages and Conditions of People 
under my Care had their proper Inſtruction and Warn- 
ing from me, ſo that I have ſpar'd no Folly, Vanity, 
Indulgence, or Conformity to the World, that hurts 
Mens Souls, and hinders their Progreſsin 11 ? Have 


I done 
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I done all that, by my Prayers and Preaching, Life and 
Example, which Chriſt expects from thoſe whom he has 
enjoin'd to feed his Sheep ? Can my Flock by looking 
at me ſee what Virtues they want? Can they by fol- 
lowing me, be led to every Kind and Degree of Chri- 
ſtian Perfection? Laſtly, has the Will of God and the 
Spirit of the Goſpel been the Beginning and End, the 
Reaſon and Motive, the Rule and Meaſure, of my 
liking or diſliking, doing or not doing every Thing a- 
mong thoſe People with whom I have liv'd as their 
Miniſter ? "Theſe are a few of fuch Queſtions as the 
2 State of Religion in this and calls upon every 
iniſter of the Goſpel to ſift and try himſelf by. For 
as the Order of the Clergy is inſtituted for no other 
End, but for the preſerving of Religion and true Piety 
in the World; ſo when any Age is more than ordinarily 
funk in Vice and Impiety, the ohe Order of the 
Clergy, and every Member of it, have great Reaſon not 
only to be deeply afii#ed, but greatly affrighted at it, 
and to ſuſpect and fear their own Conduct, ſince that 
which is their particular Work, has had fo little Succeſs. 
They have great Reaſon to apprehend, that it is ſome 
Degeneracy of Spirit, ſome common Miſbehaviour, 
ſome general Negligence, ſome want of Example, 
ſome Failure in Doctrine, ſome Defe& in Zeal and 
Care of their particular Flocks, that t much contri- 
butes to. /o general a Corruption of Manners. This 
does not ſuppoſe, that it is in the Power of our Order 
to regulate the Manners of People as we pleaſe, it on- 
ly ſuppoſes, that of all human Means it has the great- 
% Effect; and that when any Nation or People are ei- 
ther very good or very bad, the Behaviour of the Cler- 
gy may reaſonably be reckon'd, to have greatly contri- 
buted to it. Let us all therefore of the Clergy, who 
have any right Senſe of the Nature of our Order, any 
true Lowe for our Brethren of it, awaken and ſtir up 
one another to a faithful Diligence in our Callings, not 
ſuch as may ſecure us from publick Scandal, and the 
Laws of the Land, but iuch a faithful Diligence as the 
Nature of our Office, the Spirit of the Goſpel, and 
the preſent Decay of Religion calls for, Let us * 
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and intreat one another deeply to conſider the great 


Need that this poor Nation hath of a zealous, pious, 
exemplary, diſintereſted and laborious Clergy ; to conſi- 


ger the dreadful Judgments of God, that may juſtly be 
expected to fall firſt upon our own Heads, if this true, 
ori Relief and Remedy is not procur'd by al of us, 

according to the utmo/? of our Ability. It is now no 


q : 7 Time for Eaſe, Indulgence, or worldly Repoſe ; all is to 


be renounc'd, all is to be ſacrific'd; and we muſt in 


the Spirit of Martyrdom awaken the World into a Faith 
and Lowe of the Goſpel. Now is the Time that we 
muſt give up all our worldly Regards, for/ake all that 
aue have, that we muſt hate Father and Mother, Wife + 
and Children, and Brothers and Siſters, yea, and our own 
lives alſo, or we cannot be faithful Miniſters of Jeſus 
= Chriſt. The ſame Spirit which firſt planted the Goſ- 
2 pel, is now required to recever and reſtore it amongſt 
us. We mutt break off our Chains of avorl/dly Prudence 
and come forth in the Spirit and Power of the Goſpel ; 
== ſo live, and ſpeak, and act whether in the Pulpit or 
out of it, that all who ſee and hear us may be forc'd 


to confeſs that God is in us of a Truth, and that his 


9 holy Spirit hath ſent us. A Miniſiry that hath not his 
x Power, that have not Fu// Proof, both to themſelves 


and others, that the holy Spirit is thus with them, 


opening the Kingdom of God in their own Souls, and 


enabling them to preach it to others with Spirit and 
Power, are to anſwer to God for their want of it. 
To aſk whether the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit is 


cto be ordinary or extraordinary, is as needleſs and 


Z groundleſs a Diſtinction, as to aſk whether a Miniſter 


of the Goſpel ought to be an ordinary or extraordinary 
= good Man. The Operation of the Holy Spirit in us 
ſince the Fall, is a ſupernatural Power, and therefore 
in a juſt Senſe always extraordinary, becauſe enabling us 
cd to be and do that, which the ordinary Power of fallen 
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perſonal Holineſs to its greatef! Height, or for enabling 


Nature is inſufficient for; but it is more or leſs reſtored 
do us, as we are more or leſs fitted to receive it. And 
LL all that Alfiflance or Renovation of the Holy Spirit 
—_ which an Apoſtle might expect, for the raiſing his own 


him 
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him with Spirit and Power to move, affect, and con- 


vert the Hearts of Men to the Faith of the Goſpel, 
may be juſtly expefted now by ſuch Miniſters of the 


Goſpel, as do all that which an Apoſtle did to obtain 


and receive it. Our Religion is fou on this Doc- 
trine, — that we are to be born again of the Holy Spirit, 
that it is to be the Breath and Life of our new- born, 
inward Man,—that there is no San&#ifcation of the 
Heart, no Illumination of the Mind, no Knowledge of 
Divine Myſteries, no Love of holy Things, poib/e to 


be had, but in and by the Motion and Life of this Ho- 
ly Spirit renew'd or born again in us ;—that its Life, 
Motion and Power in us, increaſeth according to our 


Faith, Prayers and Deſires of it. | 

Is it not now a flat Denial of all this to ſay, as is ſaid 
by ſome, that the EHabliſpment of the Goſpel in the 
World, together with the Aſſiſtan ces of human Learn- 
ing and Languages, has been the Occafion why the Al- 
ſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt is abated, and become on- 
ly ſuch as may be called ordinary? For if we conſult 


either Scripture or Experience, muſt it not be ſaid, E|- 
that wvor/dly Peace and Proſperity want as much to be 
ſanctified by the Holy Spirit, as Perſecution and Di/- 7 
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treſs ? That human Learning and Knowledge need as 
high Degrees of Divine Grace and Help, as human Ig- 7 
norance ? Is not the Blindneſs, the Infatuation and 
Corruption of Men of Letters, as notorious as that of, 
unlearned Men? Does an Editor of Terence, Horace o 
Virgil, receive ſuch Illumination from Plays and Po- 
try? Do Cardinals and Pluraliſts receive ſo much 
Un#ion and Afjiſtance from human Eftabliſhments, as to 
need 4% to be led and govern'd by the Holy Spirit of 
God? Or will we ſay, that a critical Study of divided 
Languages, and a Religion eſtabliſned in worldly Eaſe RF 


and Peace, are not only in themſelves free from Dan- 
ger and Corruption, but have ſo much of the Nature of 7 
. rhe holy Spirit of God in them, that they can be to us 
in his Stead, and make his ſanctifying Operations upon 


us needed in a /e/s Degree? 


On the Part of God, our Redemption in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and our Sandification by the Holy Ghoſt, ſtand always 


in 
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In the /ame Degree of Nearneſi and Fulneſi to all of us; 
there is hardly a Chapter in the New Teſtament that 
tan be underſtood, or its Doctrines obſerv'd, but upon 
he Suppoſition of this great Truth. If Chriſt is leſs 
Formed in us than he was in the firſt Saints of the 


4 Thurch, if we come not to the perfef? Man, to the 
"Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, it is not 


the "becauſe Chriſt is now become only our Redeemer in an 


e to = 


o turn d to him, not ſo turn'd from ourſelves, not ſo 


e of rdinary Way or Degree, but it is becauſe we have not 


Jo- ; counted all Things but Dung, that we might win 


hriſt, and be found in him, as the firſt Saints did. 


our If the holy Spirit does not now in ſuch a Degree renew, 

quicken, move, and ſanctify our Hearts, and fill us 
with /uch Degrees of divine Light and Love, as was 
daone in the firſt Age of the Church, it is not becauſe 


arn- this ſanctifying Spirit has committed /ome Part of his 


ſult 


aid, 
is becauſe we have griev'd this holy Spirit, reſiſted his 


be 
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Work to human Learning, and fo is become only our 
Sanctifier in a leſſer and ordinary Degree, but it is be- 
cauſe we ourſelves have forſaken this Fountain of living 


Waters, and hew'd out broken C i/terns for ourſelves ; it 


5 


= Motions, guench'd his holy Fire, and under an outward 


== Profe//ion of Chriſt have kept up that Ola Man, with 


. 


Ig- bis Deeds, which cannot be the Temple and Habitation 


„„ 


do the full Work of the Miniſtry, to ſatisfy the Wants 


9 e- 


and Weight of our eccleſiaſtical Calling, any Deſire to 


- 


of the Holy Spirit. 
If therefore we have any true Senſe of the Nature 


ich and Neceſſities of our Flocks; if we have any Fear 
to ot being condemn'd as u/ele/5, inſignificant Labourers in 
of Chriſt's Vineyard, it is high Time to awake from this 

Dream of an ordinary and extraordinary Sanctification 
aſe of the Holy Spirit; it ſerves only to keep us unſancti- 


* 


2 


5d, ſhut up in Death, in the dead Workings of our 
"own corrupted Nature, to keep us /earxedly content 


N 


— 


” 


with our State, as if we were rich, and increaſed in 


on Cod., and had Need of nothing, and hinders us from 


x-nowing that we are wretched, and miſerable, and poor, 


d blind, and naked. 
Several 


® Rev. ith, 17. 
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Several of the Clergy, whoſe Lot is fallen in this * 
eorrupt Age, may be ſuppos'd to have taken upon them 
the ſacred Office, and to have liv'd in it, not enough 
according to the Nature and Spirit of it, merely 2 
through the Degeneracy of the Times, and from a 
Conſideration that they are well enough, according to 


the Meaſure of Religion that now paſſes in the World. 9 
And perhaps there are few, if any of the Order, 
however eminent for good Works, whoſe Virtues 


have not receiv'd /ome Abatement from the ſame Cauſe. 
This therefore may be added as another Reaſon why. 
all the Clergy of this Land ſhould ſearch into their Lives 


and Conduct with the utmoſt Severity, and bring eve- | 4 


ry Thing to the Teſt of the Letter and Spirit of the | 4 
Goſpel. | | AH 


The Chriſtian Religion has not had its proper Effect, 
nor obtained its intended End, till it has ſo ſet up the 
Kingdom of God amongſt us, that his Will is done n 
Earth, as it it is done in Heaven. I his is the PerfeQi- 
on that every Chriſtian, when advancing forward in ui 

the ſeveral Degrees of Holineſs and Purification, 1 Mai 
to tend to, and aſpire after. And if they who are to be 
taught, are to be thus ſeparated from an earthly Nature, 
thus empty'd of all worldly Paſſions, thus dead to the 
Workings of Self- will, and Self-love, that the Spirit: 
of God may be all in all in them, what Manner of 
Men ought they to be, who are to teach, promote, ad. 
vance, and lead the Way to this Purity and Perfection? 
What a Diſtance ought he to be from every Appearance hi 


of Pride, that is to draw others to love and practiſe 
the profound Humility of the Son of God? Ho 


ought he to deny his Appetites, to humble his Body, 
and be ſteady in all Kinds of Self-Denial, who would 
convince his Flock that they a ſow to the Fleſb, f, 
of the Fleſh reap Deſtruction? How heavenly-minded, 
how devoted to God, how attentive to the one Thing 
needful, how unſpotted from the World ought he to 
be, who is to perſuade others that they cannot poſſibly 
| Jerve God and Mammon? How empty ought he to be Pi 
of all /z/f/6 Cunning, all worldly Policy, all Arts and 
Methods of Ambition, who is to fix it deep = the 
: earts 1 


this © 
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Hearts of bis Hearers, that anle/s they become as little 


em Peilaren, they cannot ſee, nor enter into the Kingdom of 
ugh God? What open Hands, and open Heart ought he 
rely have, what an Extent of Charity ought to be viſt- 
ma Me in him, who is to bring his Flock to this Faith, 
to hat it is more bleſſed to give than to receive? How re- 
ld. narkably, undeniably plain, open, ſincere, undeſign- 
der, Ing, and faithful, ſhould he be, who is to recommend, 
tues plant, and eftabliſh Sincerity, Plainneſs, Simplicity, 
wuſe.  ZFruth and Innocence amongſt his Flock? There is 
why uch a neceſſary Fitneſs in theſe Things, that the Force 
aves Rand Power of Religion muſt be much prevented, 
eve- hen its Precepts are recommended to the World by 
the uch as excuſe themſelves from the plain and open 
Practice of them? | | 
ffect, The Office of the Miniftry is of the higheſt Na- 
> the ure, it is a Truſt which no Language can fafkciently 


ve 01 xpreſs ; and the unfaithful Diſcharge of it is of all 
ſecti- A 5 4 
In, is Maid down his Life to redeem them, is a Condem- 
to be nation that will carry more of Guilt and Puniſhinent 
ature, 8 
o the 
Spirit 
er of 
N ad. 4 5 30 


tion! 4 hriſt committed to other Hands, who are to ſupply 


Conditions in Life the moſt dreadful “. To be charg'd 
with the Death and Blood of Souls, by that God who 


In it than any other. Would you know the Office of 
Chriſtian Paſtor, you muſt look at the Office of 
hriſt; would you know what Manner of Spirit he 
pught to be of, you mult look at the Spirit of Chriſt. 


or the Work of the Miniſtry is only the Work of 


rant his Abſence, to be here in his Stead, to be doing the 
ractiſe Fame Things, and with the ſame Spirit that he did 

Hov Fill the End of the World. | 

Body, Nothing is ſo highly honourable as to bear a Part in 
would the Prieſthood of Chriſt, and be employed in the 
fa, Work of the Miniſtry ; but then it ſhould be ave/} 
inded, Ron/ider'd, that it is only honourable in the /ame 
Thing ene as it may be ſaid that nothing is more honourable 
he to han to ſuffer as a Martyr. Is is an Honour that 
offibly s as different from all worldly Figure and 


Heart: See Exeliel, ch. xxxiv, and many other Places: 


*DiftinQion, as the Glory of Chriſt upon the Croſs is 


different 
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the Paſtoral Function, we ſhould be careful to re- 
member, that it is only the Honour of dying a Martyr, 


authoritative Commiſſion to miniſter in holy Things; 


Good of others, as he did. A Prieſt that has on!) 


that enter upon it without any Authority. 
nue through all Ages of the World, the Spirit and 


ſame manner and by the ſame Means of Holineſs, Sa- 


ther hath ſent me, ſo ſend I you. That is, for all the 
Ends for which I am come into the World, for all 
the ſame Ends I ſend you into it, to be there in my 


that I have begun, to exerciſe my Power, to act with 


Labour, and Suffering for the Salvation of Mankind. 
To be ſent by our bleſſed Lord for the ſame Ends as he 
was ſent into the World, is ſuch an Appointment of us 
to all Kinds and Degrees of Holineſs, as can me 

| | c 


Power of Chriſt, for reconciling Men to God in the 
crifice and Devotion, which Chriſt exerciſed when he 


was upon Earth. We need no other Proof of this, 
than this one Saying of our bleſſed Lord: As my Fa- 


my Spirit, to continue the Exerciſe of my Love, and 


uz rn 8 if A I 
SF 1 os ED * n 
1 3 * . 1 \ 1 


* ' N 


different from the Triumph of an earthly Prince. | 
When therefore we think of the Honour and Dignity of 


an Honour of humbling, abafing, and ſacrificing our- 8 
ſelves with Chriſt ; and continuing the Exerciſe ofßf 
his ſuffering Prieſthood for the Salvation of the World, tc 
The holy Function is often conſider'd only as an 


but it is much more than this, it is a Call and Com- i 
mand to act with the Spirit of Chriſt, to repreſent his 
Purity, to continue his Holineſs, to bear a Part 
of his Sacrifice, and devote themſelves for the 


his Ordination to diflinguiſh him, wants as much 88d 
to make him a true Prieſt, as Judas wanted to make 

him a true Apoſtle. For tho' Holineſs gives no 
Man a Commiſſion to exerciſe the Paſtoral Office, yet 
all who are called to it, are as much ordained and ap- 
pointed to a peculiar Holineſs of Life, as to the Admini- 
ration of the Sacraments ; and when they ceaſe to be 
as Light and Salt to the reſt of the World, they fin 8 
_ againſt the Paſtoral Office, in as high a degree as they #8 


For the ſacred Office is God's Appointment, to conti- V\ 


ſtead, to ſupply my Abſence, to carry on the Work 4 
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mM rightly diſcharged, but by our giving and devoting 
Sarſelves wholly and abſolutely unto God, 


Imagine that you had liv'd with our blefſed Lord 
then be was upon Earth, that 2 had learn'd the 
Fonity and Divinity of his Perſon, that you had ſeen 


"Me Love which he bore to Mankind, that you had 
Sdter'd into the glorious Deſigns of his 44g . 
| Which was, to convert the Inhabitants of the 


arth 


and Heirs of eternal Glory. | 
lmagine that you had ſeen him after his Reſurrection, 
ben he had redeem'd the World, conquer'd Sin, 
Death and Hell, and was about to take Poſſeſſion of 
Is Throne; imagine that then, in that Stare, you 
Had ſeen him commiſſion ſome of his Followers to be 
*BÞriefts and Interceſſors with God on Earth, as he had 
een, to /2ed, and nouriſh, and watch over his Flock, 
he had done, to go before them in /uch exemplary 
Holineſs, ſuch Love of God, ſuch Compaſſion for 
"Sinners, ſuch Contempt of the World, ſuch Poverty 
Spirit, ſuch Obedience and Reſignation, as they 
Jad him for an Enſample ; had you been preſent at 
"=! this, how would you then have heard and felt theſe 
Words, As my Father hath ſent me, ſo ſend I you? 
What Sentiments of Piety, what Magnificence of 
Spirit, what exalted Holineſs, would you have expec- 
Id of thoſe, who were call'd to ſucceed ſo great a 
Mlaſter in ſo great a Work? 
">&uld be fit for this Office, or were enough like him 
hat had call'd them to it, unleſs they had renounc'd 
id /acrificed every thing for the ſake of it? Could 
hu think that any Care but that of the Church of 
Pod was proper for them? Would you not own that 
e Converſion of Sinners to God, ought to have 
een their one only Labour and Pains? that they were 
2 ſeck for no other Happineſs in this World, than 


Could you think they 


ich as their Lord and Maſter had done, but conſider 
_ =tiemſelves as called from the common Affairs, Eaſe 
, and Pleaſures of Life, to be in Chriſt's ſtead towards 
e reft of Mankind, to conduct them ſafely to eternal 
ppineſs? Now when we conſider the Apoſtles 2: 


this Light, as being the firſt that were entruſted wit . 
the Care of Souls, and from Chriſt himſelf we can ſee 

no Degree of Zeal, no Height of Piety, no Compaſſi- 
on for Sinners, no Concern for the Honour of God, 
no Contempt of Sufferings, no Diſregard of worldly 
Intereſt, no Watchings or Mortifications, no Fervours 8 
of Devotion, to which we of the Clergy are not 
equally obliged. For the Salvation of Mankind, is WD 
ſtill the ſame glorious, great and neceſſary Work that 
it was in their Days, is ſtill to be carry'd on by the 
ſame Means, and is now in the Hands of the Clergy 8 
as it was then in theirs. If it was their Happineſs and 
Glory to be faithful to him that called them, to forget 
the little Intereſts of Fleſh and Blood, and have no- 8 
thing at heart, but the Advancement of God's King. M8 
dom, we ſhall fail both of Happineſs and Glory if s u 
we ſeek it any other way. If an Apoſtle, confidering Nati 
the Weight of reconciling Souls unto God, is forced PO. 
to cry out, Who is ſufficient for theje things? ſhall we hat. 
think any Care but that which is the greateſt, ſufficient the! 
to make us ſtand uncondemned before God? It is a end 
fatal Deception to imagine, that the Life of a Mini- hz 
ſter of God is ever to be a Life of Eaſe or worldly Re- RPE © 
poſe. For tho' the temporal Sword be not always In t 
drawn againſt them, nor they forc'd to flee from one 
City to another, yet the World, the Fleſh and the n. 
Devil, have perhaps never ſo much Difficulty to be 


reliſted, as in temporal Proſperity, nor have the Mini- R. 1 
ſters of Chriſt ever more occaſion to put on all their FF. \ 
Armour, than when the World is given up to Eaſe, . a 
and Peace, and Plenty; Swarms of Vice ſteal upon 0 
us, in theſe Seaſons, the Spirit and Life of Religion is n 
in danger of being loſt, and the Salvation of Souls i — 


made more difficult, than in the moſt perilous Times. 1 


are wallowing in Debauchery, 8 in Pleaſure, 
Shapes, it is 


then the Duty of the faithful Miniſter, by his being ; 


= (49 ) 
with cify'd to the World, to proclaim himſelf the Meſ- 
ſee Wer of a crucify'd Saviour, and to make his own 


afſi- f-denying) mortity'd, and heavenly Life, a plain, 
3od, Mer, and conſtant Reproot of all vain Indulgences. 
1dly or to yield £0: or fall in with the Soſtneſo, Vanity, 
ours Wuxury, Indulgence, or Avarice of the World, is the 
not me Infidelity, and Breach of Truſt in the ſacred 
is Office, as to depart from the true Faith, and fall in 
that ith ſome abominable Hereſy. 

the I believe I need not now help the Reader to obſerve, 
erg) ſat the Doctor's Undertaking is further liable to theſe 
and reat Objections againſt it. Finſt, that it calls us from 
rget he Sin and Danger of being Righteous over- auch, 
no. When we are always to own, that we are not yet 
ing. Fightecus enoug/. Secondly, that it propoſes to fiir 
yy if Ws up agdinſt 255 Sin and Danger, at a time, when this 
ring Nation is in Danger of the fevereſf Judgments of God 
rced pon it, for a general Irreligion and Profaneneſs. Thirdly, 


we chat it tends to lead the Clergy from a juſt Senſe of what 


jent he Nature of their Office, the Nature of Religion, 
is a and the preſent State of this Nation requires of them. 


hat it tends to raile an ill Spirit in them, not only to 
Re. be content with an ordinary common Degree of Piety 
in themſelves, and their Flocks, but wich a evatchful, 
"Rand jealbus Eye to guard againſt all the Beginnings of 
the en uncommon, or more than ordinary Sanctity of 
| be Life, either in themſelyes or others. 

Thus ſays he, To what a height of Fanatick 
heir . Madneſs in Doctrine as well as Practice, are ſome 
„ advanc'd, wha ſet out at firſt with an Appearance 


aſe, et i 
pon of more than ordinary Sanctity in Practice ouy ? ”. 
nin Is not this calling upon the Cierey to beware, how 


ted, Wnitted to their Care? Is it not plainly telling them, 
the hat they mult Rick cloſely and ſteadily to ſuch Sanctity 
E. et Practice, as may be call'd ordinary, or elſe they 

kind will be in Fanatick Madneſs ? Here is no Force put 

ures, upon his Words, a more than ordinary Sanckity in Prac- 
it is ie only, is mark d out 8 the genuine natural Cauſe 
hs 5 5 


2 Page 39. 


of Fanatick Madneſs, and therefore the Cauſe is equally "on 
condemn'd with the Efe#. Had he meant that hi ü 
Reader ſhould not have the /ame Di/iihe of the one, » 
of the other, or had he been afraid of his doing ſo, 
would he not have put in a Word in Favour of a mr, 
than ordinary Sanity of Life; would he not have 8 

ſaid, that he did not intend to b/ame that, or at leat, 
not /o much as the other? But not a Word of this, 
more than ordinary Sanctity in Practice only, and Fanz. 

tick Madneſs, are conſider d as Cauſe and Efe#, ani Wi 
left in the ſame State of Condemnation, to be equal) 

guarded againſt, and ayoided by the Reader. So tha WF. 
in a Nation over run with all manner of "Corruption 
both of Principle and Practice, where the ordinary Sta, 

of Religion has hardly the Form of Godlineſs, Peopl: 
are in this State of things to content themſelves witi 
ſuch a Sanctity of Life, as may be deem'd to be ordina ® 


* 1 . 8 ; - = 
7 And here I can't help addreſſing myſelf with grez * 
Affection to all my younger Brethren of the Clergy. 
According to the Courſe of Nature, you are likely sr 8 
have the Care of the Church wholly upon your Hand 
in a ſhort Time; and therefore it is chiefly from yo! 
that the Reſtoration of true Piety is to be expected i 
this Nation. I beſeech you, therefore, for your ow! 8 
Sakes, for the Goſpel's Sake, for the Sake of Man: 8 
kind, to devote yourſelves au to the Love and Ser. 8 
vice of God. As you are yet but Beginners in th 
reat Office, you have it in your Power to make you 
Fives the greateſt Happineſs, both to yourſelves, ani 8 
the whole Narion. You are enter'd into Holy Oran 


oe” ( gr ) 
ually the other hand, how bleſſedly your Employment 
it hi end, if by your Voices, your Lives, and Labours, 
ie, u In put a ſtop to the Overflowings of 1 re- 
g ſo, Mee the Spirit of the Primitive Clergy, and make all 
; 10 ur Flocks bleſs, and praiſe God, for having ſent 
have u amongſt them. Lay this down as an infallible 
- leaf Finciple, that an entire, abſolute. Renunciation of all 
his, ; Porldly Intereſt, is the only paſſible Foundation of that 


Fanz. *Walted Virtue which your Station requires. Without 
and is, all Attempts after an exemplary Piety are in vain. 
quall you want wy Thing, from the World by way of 
o thi? eure and Exaltation, you ſhut the Power of your Re- 
tion emer out of your own Souls, and inſtead of con- 
Sta, ferting, you corrupt the Hearts of thoſe that are about 
eopl: du. Deteſt therefore with the atme/? 4bhorrence, all 


wit Peſires of making your Fortunes, either by Preferments 
din. rich Marriages, and let it be your only Ambition to 

Rand at the Top of every Virtue, as vifib/e Guides and 
| pres Palterns to all that aſpire after the Perſection of Holi- 
es. Conſider yourſelves merely as the Meſengers of 
Pod, that are ſolely ſent into the World on his Errand, 


Orin B rth removed, to have the Nature, Life and Spirit of 
hat ſusChriſt deri v'd into you; as this is al that you want, 


in i Noob of all Books is the Bible. Attend likewiſe to your 
ab n Heart in which ſo much as you have of real, unaf- 
f 50% ted Humility and Mee lng, ſo much as you are dead to 
, dil Pur own Will and Selfelove, fo much as you have of 
t tho! ie Heart, fo much, and 20 more, nor any further 
you ſee and know the Truths of God. Theſe Vir- 
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tues are the only Eyes, and Eari, and Seyſes, and Heart 8 
by which you will know and underſtand every thing in 


Scripture, in that manner and in that degree, in which 
God would have it underſtood, both for your own 
Good, and the Good of other People. It was owing 
to this Purity of Heart, and Attendance upon God, 
that an ancient Widow, named Auna, knew him to be 
the true Meſtab, whom the Rulers, Chief Priefts, and 
Doctors of the Law, condemn'd as an Inpoſtor. Had 
they, inſtead of their Adherence to critical Knowledge 


and rabbinical Learning, been devoted to God in ſuch 


Purity of Heart as ſhe was, they had known as much 


of the Kingdom of God, as ſhe did. Place therefore ; 
all your Hope and Confidence, all your learned Help 


and Skill, in the ardent Love and practice of th:/e Vir. 5 


tus, and then, and then only, you will be able Mini: 
ſters, holy Prieſts, and Meſſengers of God; your 7 
Cleanied Hearts, like ſo many puriſy'd Mirrors, wil! . 
be always penetrated, always illuminated by the Rays 
of divine Light, and you will no more need the Cri- 
_ Ficks, to tell yuu what God ſpeaks to you in the Scrip- 
tures, than to tell you what God ſpeaks to you in your 


own Hearts. There are indeed in the Scriptures Se- 


crets and Miſteries, only fully to be known in God's 


own Lime, and not a Minute ſooner; are written 
by God, deep Leſſons of Inſtruction to thoſe who 


are attentive to him. Scripture conſider'd as a Doc- 


trine of V%, Faith, and Salvation in Jeſus Chriſt, is 
a ſealed or unſealed, an open or ſhut up Book to every 
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Heart, in the ſame Proportion as it ſtands turn'd to the 
World, or turn'd to God, Nothing underſtands God. 
but the Spirit of God; nothing brings the Spirit of 
God into any Mind, but the renouncing all for it, the 
turning wholly to it, and the depending wholly upon 
it. Human Learning is by no means to be rejected 
from Religion, for it is of the ſame good Uſe and Set- 


vice, and aifords the /ame ſtance to Religion, that 
the A/phaber, Writing and Ming does. But if it is 


rais'd from this ind and degree of Aſſiſtance, if it is 
| | 2 1 
conſider'd as a Key, or the Key, to the Myſteries oi 


„Luke ii. 36, 
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1 "our Redemption in Jeſus Chriſt, inſtead of opening to 
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% ne Kingdom of God, it leis us up in our own: 
ich Darkneſs. It is a Truth confeſſed on all Hands, that 
wn de Kingdom of Grace is the Beginning of the King- 
ing Jom of Glory, and that they differ only in degree. Is 
od ot this plainly confeſſing, that the Light of the 
be Kingdom of Grace muſt be one and the fame with that 
ing pr the Kingdom of Glory? How elle can one be 
Tag he Beginning of the other? And muſt not Phat, 
Age Fyhich. is to be our one only 15 in Heaven in a f 
ich erte, be now our one only Light of all heavenly 
ich Things in a lower degree? Therefore all that we 
dre Nee and know of the Kingdom of God yow, muſt be 
elp "by that /ame Light by which we ſhall ſee and know the 
-. Kingdom of God hereafter. God is an all-fpeaking, 
ini. eCavorbing, all-illuminating Eſſence, poſſeſſing the 
ur Depth, and bringing forth the Life of every Creature 
vil according to its Nature. Our Life is out of this di- 
as vine Effence, and is itſelf a ereaturely Similitude of it; 
. and when we turn from all Impediments, this divine 
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RX Effence becomes as certainly the true Light of our 
5 1 15 Minds here, as it will be hereafter. This is not En- 
8 thuſiaſin, but the Words of Truth and Soberneſs; and 
it is the running away from this Entbuſiaſm, that has 
made fo many great Scholars as uſeleſs to the Church 
das /inkling Cymbals, and all Chriſtendom a meer Babel 
of learned Confuſion. I ſhall now only add one Word 
more: A compoſed Gravity of Life, a ſuitable De- 
= ccncy of outward Behaviour, is not the thing that is 
XX demanded of you; your Piety muſt be ſolid, your 
* = Lives exemplary, the Perfection of your Virtues mult 
& ſhine before Men, or you will all of you in your ſeve- 
ral Degrees, ſtand chargeable with the ill State of Re- 
ligion, that is about you. 


FE 
e I, 


1 muft now take Notice of an injurious Quotation 
or two that the Doctor has made from the Treati/e of 
B 5 Chriſtian Perfection. The Doctor quotes me as affirm- 
1 TD ing, That not only th vckecneſs and Vanity of this 


Mord, but even its moſt fawful and allowed Concerns, 
3 render Men unable to enter, and unworthy to be received 
into the true State of Chriſtianity, And again, that zhe 

| „ | Wiſdom 


. 


Wiſdom from above condemns all Labour as equally fruit. 79 
liſe, but that which labours after everlaſting Life. Then 


e Doctor affirms thus, here's an utter Condemnation of 


all Trades, and of all Profeſſions, of all Buſineſs and ſe- © 
cular Concerns whatever*. Does the Doctor then be- Þ 
lieve that I bought Pen, [nk and Paper, and wrote that 
Book, to ſhew that no Chriſtian ought to make, buy or 


fell Pen, Ink, and Paper? and that I publiſh'd that 


Book to prove that it was my Opinion that it was ut- * 
terly unlawſul for a Chriftian to be a Printer, a Boot- 


binder, or a Bookſeller ? Does not the Doctor know, 


that the Chri/lian Perfection in the two firſt Pages, to 
prevent all Miſtake, * declares for the Continuance 7 
of Mankind in their ſeveral States and Conditions, o- 
penly declares againſt a Cloyfter, or any fingular State of 
Life, openly aſſerts Chriſtian Perfection to conſiſt in 
the holy and religious Conduct of ourſelves in every State 
of Life? + Does he not know that in he ſerious Call ro 7 
a devout Life, &c. which preſently followed the other 
Book, the very Title declares ſolely for a Piety adapied 
to the State and Condition of all Orders of Men? But 
there is ſomething ſtill more wonderful, more regard- 7 


leſs of Right and Wrong in the Doctor's Charge againſt 4 V 


me, for in this very Paſſage quoted by him, ſecular u- 
ſineſs is expreſly affirm'd to be moft lawful and allowed 7 
Concerns, And yet from this Paſſage affirming the = 
Lawfulneſs of worldly Buſineſs, and proceeding up- 
on it as a certain Truth, the Doctor has extracted the 27 
Unlawfulneſs of all ſecular Concerns whatever. Again, 
Does not the Doctor know that he deſignedly mangled 


the Words he quoted, and left out that Part which ri 


ſhew'd the Reaſon of my ſo expreſſing myſelf? That "=o 
I was there ſpeaking to that Parable of our Lord's, 
where all that were bidden to the Feaſt, refuſed to 


come. The Fr becauſe he had bought a Piece of Ri 


Ground; the other, becauſe he muſt ry his Oxen ; the 
third, becauſe he had marry'd a Wife. Then the Ma- 
ſter in Anger ſaid, None of theſe Men ſhall taſte of my 
Supper. Whence I thus obſerved, this Parable teaches 
us, that not only the Vices and the Vanity of the World, 
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wite But its moſt lawful and allowed Concerns, render Men un- 
hen We to enter, and unworthy to be receiv'd into the true 
nof tate of Chriſtianity. And does not every one ſee this 
. p be the plain, neceſſary, and inoffenſive Senſe of the 
be- Warable ? Had I not made Nonſenſe of it, if I had ſaid, 
that mat lawful Buſineſs, could not become a Hindrance of 
y or Ken's Salvation? For are there not here three /awwful 
that Poncerns become three Hindrances of their coming to 
ut- he Feaſt, and three Reaſons of their being declar'd un- 
ook. Fworthy of it? Then I go on to ſhew, that it is not the 
ow, Employment itſelf that is condemn'd, but its being 
„to made a Reaſon, or Excuſe, as in the Parable, for not 
ance ſiving wholly unto God, adding theſe Words, the true 
„o- idem from above condemns all Labour as equally fruit- 
'e of eſs, but that which labours after ewerlaſting Life. Let 
t in but Religion determine the Point, and what can it figni- 


tate b 5. whether a Man forgets God in his Farm, or a Shop, 


% or at a gaming Table? Now what is there here con- 
her &emned, but the forgetting God? Or will any one ſay, 
pred that a Shop, and a Farm, are here condemned, becauſe 
But God is to be remember d in them, or becauſe they are 
rd- |" to be made Employments of Piety, that labour after 
init everlaſting Life? The Doctor proceeds to charge me 


Bu- with poſitzwely aſſerting, that all Chriſtians are in all Ages 
oblig d to fell all that they hae, and give it to the Poor. 
II have been ſo far from aſſerting this, that I have with 
gal my Might ſaid, and prov'd the direct contrary, that 
10 Chriflians of any Age are oblig'd to it. Speaking of 
ain, the Command of our Saviour's to the young Man ts 
led ell all, and give it to the Poor, | have ſhewn, by Va- 
ich riety of Arguments, and Texts of Scripture, that that 
hat Command calls no rich Man to / what he has, that it 
J's, calls him only to do that with his Eſtate, which he is 
| to called to, by the whole Tenor of Scripture ; as having 

of XX Riches, that are not his own, of which he is only a 
the Steward, and not a Proprietor, as being oblig'd to love 


la. his Neighbour as himſelf in the Uſe of them. That 
my the Command of /e//ing all, implies only ſuch heawen- 
hes | ly Aﬀe&ion, ſuch Diſregard of Riches, as is expreſs'd, by 
ld, being dead to the World, having our Converſation in Hea- 


ven, being born again from above, and having overcome 


the World, From the Beginning to the End of this Y 
Matter, I have utterly rejected a// ſelling, and ſhewn | 
that it means only a perfect Charity, a parting with the 
Self. Enjoyment of our Eſtates, to make them, as far as: 
wwe are able, the common Support of thoſe People whom ö 
we are to love, as we love ourſelves, and as Chriſt has 
loved us. The Doctor therefore in this Accuſation, 
muſt be allowed to have ſtuck cloſely to his Text, he &; 
has not been righteous over-much. The Doctor makes 
now an Inference or two from this Doctrine of Charity. 
According to this Divinity, ſays he, it is a Sin to be rich, 
Here he is juſt as wrong as he could poſſibly be. For, 
according to the Divinity in the Book of CH/ iian Per- 
fection, and the Serious Call, &c. the Bleſſedneſe, the 
Piety, the Happineſs ariſing ſrom the Poſſeſſion of pi 
Riches, is demonſtrated from Chapter to Chapter, and **8 
viſibly painted in a great Variety of Characters. Thote 
two Books were publiſh'd chiefly to ſhew to rich Men 
their exceeding Happineſs. And I can conſiſtently ſay, 
that I ſhould reckon it a Happineſs to myſelf, to be one 
of the Number, ſupported only by this one Saying of 
our Lord's, that 7 7s more bleſſed to give, than to receive, 
Another Inference the Doctor makes, is this, that ac- = 
cording to this Divinity, if a Man ſues you for your 88 
Houſe or Land, without the leaſt Pretence of Right, yo . 
are bound to recede from your Right, and let him have 
. it, rather than defend it.'* There had been as much 
Truth, and more Wit, if he had faid, when Tic, 
Hawe any Deſign of entering into your Houſe, you are 06- 
liged to hade no Locks or Bolts upon your Doors. For 1 
have ſaid no more of the Unlawfulneſs of appealing to 
Courts of Juſtice, to ſecure us in the juſt Poſſeſſion of 
our Houſe and Land, than of the Unlawfulneſs of g0- 
ing to a Smith for Locks and Bolts, when Thieves want 
to have our Goods. I take it to be as lawful to live 
under human Government, and to enjoy the Benefit of it, 
as to live under the Light and Benefit of the Sun. And 
T look upon Courts of Fuſtice, which are to protect 
People in the Enjoyment of their Property, to be the 
Arſt and chief Benefit of Government. And if they 
= £6 welle 
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his Pere abſolutely unlawful, for the ſame Reafon would 
wn © Locks, and Deers, and Fences be ſo too, On the 


{he ther hand, I have ſaid, that the abſtaining from Con- 

a? ntions at Law, chuſing to ſuffer, and bear with Va- 
om ey of Injuries, where we might /egally defend our- 
has lves, and bring Pani/oment upon thoſe that injure us, 
ion, 2 proper Part of Chriſtian Self-denial, a juſt Confer- 
he ity to the Meekneſs, and ſuffering Spirit of our bleſſed 
kes ord, and highly beneficial to our own ſpiritual Ad- 
ity. Fancement. And muſt not every one, that owns the 
7c). Goſpel, ſay the ſame ? Has not our Saviour himſelf 
dor, rtt faid ſo? But does it therefore follow, that a Man 


er- has no Rights, or none that he may own, becauſe it 
the ay be often, and in many Caſes, a Matter of great 

pPiety to ſuffer wrongfully with Patience ? The ſhort of 
and he Matter is this: All Things that are lawful, are not 
10e xpedient, nor edifying. Of Contentions at Law, moſt 

of them are very apt to do us great Hurt, many of 
them are piouſly to be avoided, through Patience and 
Mieek-ſuffering of Wrong; but ſome may be neceſſa- 

ry, even as Parts of our Duty. Is there any Thing 
e. more plain, or ſelf evident, than this? The Doctor 
ac- might have obſerv'd, that I ſpoke of Law-Suits only 
ur under the Article of Se/f denial, and therefore was only 
to ſpeak of the Duty, Piety and Benefit, of forbearing 
ave from them; that there was great Neceſſity that this 
uch Doctrine of Meekneſs, and patient ſuffering of ill 
d % lage, ſhould belly ſet forth both to Clergy and Lai- 


0% ey; that I had no more Reaſon to tell People that 
r | PRE Courts of Fuftice were in themſelves lawful, and ſuch as 
to might 7 be appeal'd ro in ſome Caſes, than to tell 
1 of them that it was lawful to live in this and, and that 


£0- they need not ſeek for a Country where there were no 


r 
MES 


Laws nor Government to prote& them. The Doctor 
ive has ſomething like an Excuſe for the Weakneſs and In- 
{ it, BR /4/ice of all the foregoing Remarks and Cenſures, they 
ina RE are to be conſider'd only as /iztle Daſbes of his Pen 
ct upon Books, which he fays are not confiderable enough to 
the BT fe formally refuted *. Something like this I remember 
1cy was formerly ſaid by the Biſhop of Bangor, now Lord 

1 | | Biſhop 
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Biſhop of Winchgfer, concerning my Letters to him, 
Zut his Lordſhip had the Prudence and Equity not to 
make inconfiderale Remarks upon Books, that he thought "== 


not conſiderable enough to be formally refuted by him, 4 


Into whoſe Head could it enter to think of formally 


confuting Thomas d Kempis, Taylor's Life of Chriſt, or 


his Holy Living and Dying? Or what muſt we think 
of his Piety, who ſhould ſay, that he only forbore 
ſuch a Work, becauſe the Reaſonings in thoſe Books 8 
were too inconſiderable to be formally refuted ? I de- 
fire no Authority for what I have written, but the RT 
Goſpel, or I could ſoon ſhew that every Thing in my "> 


Books that offends the Doctor, is again and again to 
be found, not only in theſe pious Authors, but in the | 
Writings of the moſt eminent Saints through all Ages 


of the Church A, 


